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Not all angels are luminous and perfect,
however. There are also destructive angels,
and protecting oneself from them, or at
least forestalling their threatening designs,
can be accomplished by the sole defense,
seeking God.

To some interpreters that humans were
created in the image (betselem) of God
means that each person has a preexisting
celestial double with an angelic “image”
(tselem), a “true self” for guidance “
on the path traced by divine decree.”

Thus there is an haggadic tradition which
sees Jacob as the angel of Israel who has
forgotten—Paul Klee’s angel on the cover
of the book—his celestial origin, until God,
by inciting him to make his way up

the ladder, reminds him of itin a dream.
Jacob, unlike Wim Wenders’ Damil,

is afraid that if he climbs up he will not
want to come back down.

While humans seek to be delivered
from the weight of their too-animal-like
bodies, and therefore aspire to the
angelic condition, the Talmud asserts the
primacy of man, stirring up the jealousy
of angels who tried in vain to oppose
the creation of man by God.

Chalieris a Levinas specialist and
in the last chapter she underscores how
in a secular society the face of the other
is what can still provide us with access
to the invisible, as long as we do not reduce
it to its features but rather listen to its call.
“the angel, like the face, is ‘visitation
and transcendence,” an opening toward God
who ... only shows Himself with His trace ...”
5.CD.

FOUCAULT Didier

and PAYEN Pascal (Eds.)

Les Autorités. Dynamiques

et mutations d’'une figure

de référence a U'Antiquité

[ Authorities: Dynamics and Mutations
of a Figure of Reference from Antiquity]

[Jérome Millon, coll. “Horos,” February 2007,
396 p., 30 €, ISBN: 978-2-84137-203-4.]
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® This collection sets out to describe

the notion and role of authority in ancient
times. It does not present a genealogy
beginning with ancient legacies, but it
analyses how the ancients were established
not as powers or models but as guarantors
forincreasing the innovative strengths

of tradition.
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From ancient Greece to our time,
the authorities upon which our culture
and values are founded have continually
been invoked and revoked, as we've
gone back and forth from reverence to mere
reference. In other words, figures and
systems of authority change in different
historical eras. These changes are
as directly related to power, transmission,
Roman Law, and writing as with
the experiences of the times to the extent
that they render ancient what is the
most modern, and modern what has been
acquired through the wisdom of the Ancients.
One might have thought that resistance
from the quarters of reasoning and expe-
rience would win out over any argument
based on authority and send it packing, as
in the time of the Enlightenment. But
as Didier Foucault has shown, this mode of
thought not only has not receded, it has
also been integrated into the progressivist
movement of modernity. The demonstra-
tive power of arguments, while limiting it,
does not abolish reference to the ancients;
as if the survival and perpetuation of
a system depended on its symbolic anchorage
in the past.
G.S.

GRIMALDI Nicolas

Descartes et ses fables
[ Descartes and His Fables]
[Presses universitaires de France, coll.

“Perspectives critiques,” October 2006,
166 p., 15 €, ISBN: 978-2-13-055614-5.]
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il
o In the thinker who is generally
considered the father of French rationalism,
there is a logic of the imagination. In
other words, imagination is privileged over
reasoning. Such is the paradoxical
argument of Nicolas Grimaldi’s book. Going
even further, Grimaldi suggests that it
is not unlikely that there is a philosophical
imagination, in the way there is a novelistic
imagination.

It all begins with Descartes imagining
a project to inaugurate a science so
necessary that everything can be deduced
from it and so universal no reality can
be completely reducible to it. The result
is that Descartes’ philosophy can be defined
as the set of conditions which reality
must fulfill so that the logic he imagined
can be true. From this perspective,
Descartes founded the originary complicity
between mind and the world in a 1619

letter to Isaac Beeckman where he
presented his project. So, how postulate
this without imagining the guarantee
in God’s intention by creating them
to agree with one another? But the God
so concerned to establish this correlation is
imagined by Descartes to be so absolute
that he has no relation to anything, even
our reasoning. And so the paradox is born
by which Descartes founded the entire
intelligibility of the world on the nonintel-
ligibility of God. That God programmed
our minds in such a way that the structure
of our understanding would correspond
to that of nature is thus Descartes’ first fable.
Another presides over all of Cartesian
physics and concerns the a priori principles
behind the construction of the world.

The final pages of the book on the
human power of self-splitting in such a way
that we can attend to what happens to us
as spectators of our reactions and passions,
as well on abnegation understood as
a subjective power of succession in relation
to the world are probably the most inventive
in a book so open to question, and
therefore rich in possibilities for new
discussion of Descartes.
G.S.

THIAW-PO-UNE Ludivine (Ed.)
Questions d’éthique
contemporaine

[ Questions of Contemporary Ethics]
[Stock, coll. “Les essais,” October 2006,
1,217 p., 75 €, ISBN: 978-2-234-05887-3.
Preface by Axel Kahn.]
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e Thisis an extremely pertinent
collection of essays concerning the most
important questions of contemporary
society. There are several ways of getting
into ethics: by way of philosophy (two
sections of the first part of this book), by
way of different domains, such as
bioethics,
the environment, sexuality, the family,
economics, international relations, science,
technology (the approach of the second
part), and by way of contemporary
discussions (the position of responsibility
between ethics and religion in a discussion
with Paul Ricoeur, moral truth, happiness,
cloning, euthanasia, pornography,
education and authority).

But this book is valuable not only for
the diversity of its central positions
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and what it opens up for continued thought
in ethics’ particular extensions beyond
habitual (particularly Kantian) philosophical
perspectives. It is also outstanding for

the contributions themselves and the
excellent work of editorship (each piece is
followed with a bibliography, and page-
referenced indexes of names and topics).
For example, the discussion with Paul
Ricoeur clearly indicates the impossibility,
but also the undesirability of a weak

sort of harmony between philosophy and
theology. Regarding cloning, for Mark
Hunyadi, making itillegal, asitisin France,
amounts to providing legal justifications
for an alarming “anti-cloning prejudice.”
We cannot more strongly recommend this
expansive book; it deepens the information
base as much as the thinking of readers
who claim not to be ignorant of the spirit
of the times.

G.S.

VERLET Loup
Chimeéres et paradoxes :
comment penser le monde

ol nous vivons?

[ Chimeras and Paradoxes: How to Think
About the World We Live In?]

[Ed. du Cerf, coll. “Passages,” March 2007,
400 p., 19 €, ISBN: 978-2-204-08207-5.]
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® In his La Malle de Newton (Gallimard,
1993), Loup Verlet looked at the religious
and mysterious universe where the

creator of modern physics resided. Making
frequent reference to psychoanalysis, Verlet,
himself a paradoxical physicist, offered

a founding paradox to designate mutation
in the frameworks of thought, the movement
from an old system of reference to a new
one. He returns to this topic referring to an
anthropological paradox whereby we can
see what we cannot think, an economic
paradox and a cosmological paradox. Along
with what he calls objets-chiméres,

the prototype of which is paper money, but
which also include Iand freedom as

a socially shared fiction, it is above all

the cosmological paradox that is studied
here in relation to a model of the deve-
lopment of the human psyche. This is put
forward as a tripartite pattern (at the
beginning of Chapter 11): three principles
—inertia, pleasure, reality upheld; three
processes, originary, primary and secondary;
and three instances — the unconscious

(which is rejected), the unconscious 11
(whatis suppressed) and I/me. A split
between the order of beliefand the order
of thought governs most of our behavior
and threatens the stability of the world.
If the forces of inertia triumph all is lost.
The meeting of the limits of material
growth on our planet and global warming
present a call for a triple refoundation

of the world established some three
centuries ago: politically, by convincing
rich nations to participate in financing
international measures; economically,

by redefining the space of the market; and
in relation to the knowledge derived

from the Newtonian scientific revolution.
Thus at the same time Verlet maps

a paradoxical construction of the human
condition from which to infer experimental
predictions while bringing the program
described in La Malle de Newton to
completion.

G.S.

I
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Selected by Etienne GUYON and Jean-Pierre LUMINET

Textes et documents
pour la classe n®922:

« La science des couleurs »
[Teaching Documents, No 922:
“The Science of Colors”]

[CNDP, October 2006, 56 p., 4.30 €.]

e (onsidering that a one-time shift

from the conventional approach to these
reviews couldn’t hurt, I decided to present
this bimonthly publication put out by the
Centre National de Documentation
Pédagogique and aimed toward teachers
because it deserves to be better known
and more widely distributed, so excellent
do Ifind eachissue’s contributions

and iconography and its variety of subjects.
Of course it doesn’t always only concern
science, there is an alternation of themes
relating to literature, the arts, history,
geography, and citizenship in addition to
the science issues. Among the most

recent science issues (Rocks and Minerals,
No. 930, 15 February 2007; The Brain,

No. 926, 15 December 2006; The Science
of Colors, No. 922 October 2006), I've
chosen toillustrate my point with the last
on this list, as the construction of each
issue is quite uniform. It begins with

the section called Le Point, a long article
which initiates us with a journey through
the history of investigations, here

into the nature of color, by Bernard Maitte,
whom we metin a review of his book

on the phenomenon of rainbows and

who edited this issue. Maitte returns

to the rainbow in the central double page
which is complete with commentary

and which is meant to be used as a teaching
aid unto itself. The trail continues with
the section called Décryptage, here

an analysis written by a physicist of the
various ways color is produced, and
another analysis concerning vision by an
ophthalmologist. The fertile collaborations
between physicists and painters is the
object of a chapter which calls attention

to Goethe’s interests in (and missteps
concerning) color and the significant work
by the nineteenth-century chemist
Chevreul, on dyes. Every issue contains

an Interview. In this one it is with the
physicist and philosopher Jean-Marc Lévy-
Leblond, whom we have encountered on
several occasions as an author. It is entitled
The Illusion of Foreshortening, and
concerns the psychological and socio-
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cultural contexts of color by comparing

it to sound. The second part of each issue
contains pedagogical sequences by high
school and middle school teachers but
which also contains information that would
interest a broad public. I receive this
review twice a month and I am never disap-
pointed by either the choice of themes

or the quality of their treatment. It should
have a place in French libraries overseas.
E.G.

BAUDET Jean
La Vie expliquée par la chimie:
Comment la biologie est

devenue moléculaire

[ Life Explained through Chemistry:

How Biology Became Molecular]

[Vuibert, coll. “Culture scientifique/Histoire
des sciences,” November 2006, 144 p., 15 €,
ISBN: 978-2-7117-5398-7.]
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@ Already the author of studies on

the history of physics, medicine and biology,
Jean Baudet once again shows the extent
of his knowledge, the rigor of his
treatments and how well he puts wisely
selected facts and events in perspective.
Like before, he excels in going right

to the essential and explaining why it is so,
not only in the history of the discipline
being treated but also for our comprehen-
sion of the world and its history. Hasn't
Baudet claimed that his great ambition is to
communicate “some ideas on the evolution
of human thought™?

This time he deals with the great leap
which enabled the shift from organic
chemistry, born in the very early nineteenth
century, to biochemistry, and then to
molecular biology whose great artisans
were James Watson and Jacques Monod. He
introduces us into laboratories where life
is now explained in strictly molecular terms.
This change in conception stimulated
biotechnological development. At a time
when public opinion is so divided on this
last topic, Jean Baudet feels that the
accession of molecular biology might prove
to be comparable to what the invention
of agriculture was at the beginning of the
Neolithic age. Genetic manipulations
effectively open unexpected perspectives
on the future of humankind: isn’t the human
now capable of stepping out of its condition,
that is as a being strictly limited being
determined by its genome?

J-P.L.
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BRUNIER Serge

Voyage dans L'infini : Du ciel
étoilé aux confins de I'Univers
[A Journey within the Infinite:

From the Starry Sky to the Edges

of the Universe]

[Nathan, October 2006, 127 p., ill. color.,
29.95 €, ISBN: 978-2-09-278076-3.]
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e How can star-filled nights be linked
to the astronomers’ universe? What
is the bridge between the celestial vault,
the familiar shapes of the constellations and
the universe being probed by the most
powerful astronomic instruments? For a few
years now planetariums have software
with which it is possible to zoom in
on different regions of the sky in order
to gain access to the third dimension
of the universe, the depth lacking in any
traditional celestial vault. But until
now no one has attempted any adaptation
of that functionality in a paper edition.
With his latest work, Serge Brunier
fills that lack marvelously. The book is
designed around twelve fold-outs devoted
to the main cosmic phenomena — stars,
globular clusters, nebulae, galaxies, etc.
Each one is comprised of four outstanding
photographs made with new digital
imaging techniques showing the same
object blown up 1,000 to 10,000 times.
These series of zooms show the dizzying
distances the observer of the skies
confronts, putting the Pleiades, the Crab
Nebula, or the Hunting Dogs’ spiral
galaxy at one’s finger tips. In so doing
the reader can experience the differences
of scale between what the naked eye
can see and the reality of the stars.

Voyage dans l'infiniis a fine example
of the delicate alchemy of successful books
for the general public. The text is at once
clear and ambitious, and is allied with
superb images which give the impression
that one is piloting the most powerful
telescopes in the world. Brunier was
formerly the editor in chief of Ciel et Espace
and has written a number of reference
books for amateur astronomers as well as
the general public that have been
translated into several languages,
)P L.
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DELAHAYE Jean-Paul
Complexités. Aux limites
des mathématiques

et de linformatique

[ Complexities. To the Limits of
Mathematics and Computer Sciences]
[Belin/Pour La Science, coll. “Bibliothéque
scientifique,” October 2006, 256 p., ill.
black and white, and color, 25 €,

ISBN: 978-2-84245-082-3.]
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9 ‘ 28421450823
@ Jean-Paul Delahaye is a professor

of computer sciences at the Université de
Lille, the author of several fascinating
books on mathematics, and is in charge of
the “Logic and Calculation” section in

the review Pour la Science. His latest book
derives from articles from there and
reflects the real world of today “which
evolves at the speed of gigaoctets

of information via electric and optical
cables, a speed, as we know, that is close

to that of light.” In seven chapters
sometimes suggesting a science fiction
novel, Delahaye shows that there is not one
science of complexity, since all sciences

are involved in complexity in a multitude
of ways which they confront with their
tools and concepts deriving from mathema-
tics and computer science.

These two disciplines flirt with the limits
of intelligence. Computers are the most
complex artificial objects created by human-
kind. What is the total memory of current
humanity and how does it evolve? What are
the largest calculations imaginable with
our technology? What is a very large
number and how write it down? Has human
intelligence been overtaken by machines?
Do mathematical objects really exist? Does
the world of computers plunge us into
a world of illusions? What are the characte-
ristics of the ultimate computer? And
is the universe itself an immense computer?

Founded on a clever approach and
full of images of phenomena from every
day life, this work invites the reader
to share in the dizzying sensation resear-
chers can feel as they construct the future
of the information society.

J-P.L
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GISPERT Héléne, HULIN Nicole
and ROBIC Marie-Claire (Eds.)
Science et enseignement :
Lexemple de la grande réforme
des programmes du lycée

au début du xx¢ siecle
[Science and Teaching: The Example
of the Great Reform of High

School Curriculums in the Early
Twentieth Century]

[Vuibert, January 2007, 368 p., 29 €,
ISBN: 978-2-7117-8981-8.

Preface by Pierre Caspard.]
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@ Beyond being a more or less technical
sounding subtitle this one covers one
of the most significant periods for reforms
in education which then succeeded each
other until the present day. They some-
times happened so quickly that one reform
replaced another before the previous
one had been assessed. The reforms of 1902
were very important and particularin
that they aimed at a complete renovation
of the humanities which had been in
decline since the eighteenth century. They
are also important because they took place
during a transitional period for scientific
discovery. The lessons to be learned
from this work in the history of the sciences
of education remain to a great extent
applicable to the present. While the contri-
butors certainly abstained from “drawing
lessons from the past”, as Pierre Caspard
the author of the introduction says, readers
will naturally find themselves reflecting
on the current situation. This set of reforms,
which led to the establishment of two
tracks of secondary education and classical
and modern sections, specifically aimed
to boost the development of the sciences
and the “scientific humanities.” This notion
was called into question after World
War I when there was a temporary return
to classical education (to better mark
the difference from education in Germany)
but otherwise the type of studies presented
in 1902 have survived to this day.

Of particular interest is that this work
presents the conferences which took
place over the two years following these
reforms and which called on the great minds
of the time, among others Henri Poincaré
and Emile Borel in mathematics, Paul
Langevin and Gabriel Lippmann in physics,
and the geographers Paul Vidal de
La Blache and Paul Dupuy. Beyond the

characteristics of each given discipline,
common recommendations arose:

the priority of methods of teaching over
curriculums themselves; associating theory
and practice, even and in particular

in math where the role of intuition is
emphasized by Henri Poincaré; training by
induction (teaching of non-basic subjects);
the opening up of interdisciplinarity.
When some of today’s teaching practices
are considered one might wonder if

these recommendations were followed
through with effects.

This book’s seriousness as a work by
historians is manifest and it is rich in
lessons, particularly through its personal
attestations. And all along one can’t help
but wonder whether a question brought up
to a lesser extent in these contributions
is pertinent: can a great scientist’s path to
discovery be applied to the education
of young people?

E.G.

LIGER-BELAIR Gérard
Effervescence!

La science du champagne

[ Effervescence! The Science

of Champagne]

[Odile Jacob, October 2006, 207 p., ill. black
and white, 23.50 €,

ISBN: 978-2-7381-1839-4.]

9 “782738“1 18394”

@ The science of bubbles and drops is

a current subject of research which is closely
allied to physicochemical studies of
interfaces or put differently of research

on soft and divided materials as illustrated
in the work of the Nobel Prize winner
Pierre Gilles de Gennes. But bubbles are
above all omnipresent manifestations

in nature orin a glass of champagne.
Gérard Liger-Belair is a researcher in the
Champagne region, of course. His work
concerns the birth, life and death

of bubbles. This enjoyable science book
brings us along on a visit to the life

of the bubble. Along the way it gives us
information on the physics of interfaces.
First, what is a bubble made of? Its life
must begin in a finite size since high
pressured infinite gas is necessary to make
an infinitely small bubble. Liger-Belair
introduces us to the agents responsible for
nucleation. Then comes the climbing phase.
The bubble expands with increased
carbonic gas from outside it, and accelerates.

Finally it bursts on the surface leaving
stunning traces of its explosion

and producing that pleasant sound. We
also learn about the fabrication of
champagne, its chemistry (or alchemy?)
and how to taste it.

The book contains many quality
illustrations (which I would have liked
to have seen in color) and is quite
enjoyable to skim through with a fluted
glass in hand.

EG.

PERDIJON Jean
La Formation des idées

en physique : du phénoméne
a la théorie

[The Formation of Ideas in Physics:
From Phenomenon to Theory]
[Dunod, coll. “Universciences,”

January 2007, 166 p., ill. black and white,
15 €, ISBN: 978-2-10-050163-2.]
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® “More than enough people fill their
heads with a false sense of the marvelous
enveloped in an obscurity they respect;
they only admire nature because they think
itis a kind of magic, where one unders-
tands nothing.” So wrote Fontanelle in his
Entretiens sur la pluralité des mondes
[Conversations on the Plurality of Worlds).
The situation has hardly changed.
Amazement provoked by the observation
of nature is most often limited to sterile
wonder. Thus in our technologically
advanced age, there is no wonder when
animage transmitted by satellite appears
on our screens, we do not try to understand
how it happened. This “goes without
saying.” But doing physics means behaving
toward the universe as if nothing could be
taken for granted. “Physics studies,
through the experimentation and elabora-
tion of concepts, materials and radiation

in relation to space and time,” judiciously
states Jean Perdijon in his preface.
Subtitled “Du phénoméne a la théorie”

his excellent work follows the path

of knowledge from the acquisition of given
elements (the circumstance, measure,

law and principle) to interpretation

(the object, its size, value, theory and
verification). The origin of physics is

the encounter between natural phenomena
and an alert mind. But the observation
would remain sterile if the human mind
didn’t demand a unified and coherent
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representation of the world and the powers
animating it. Myths and scientific

theories are responses to that need, yet
Perdijon points out that while myths
congeal, theories evolve.

J-PL.

ROBREDO Jean-Francois

Du cosmos au Big Bang:

la révolution philosophique
[ From Cosmos to Big Bang:

The Philosophical Revolution ]
[Presses universitaires de France,
coll. “Science, histoire et société,”
November 2006, 127 p., 19 €,

ISBN: 978-2-13-055876-7.]
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@ Jean-Francois Robredo is a professor
of philosophy and a journalist who
specializes in astronomy. For a long time
he has been interested in the relations
between humans and the cosmos, from
the questionings of the Greeks 2,500 years
ago to the most recent developments in
modern cosmological theory (the Big Bang)
as well as the major figures in the history
of the topic: Ptolemy, Copernicus, Galileo,
Descartes and Einstein. He delivers the fruit
of his reflections in this excellent short work.
With the theory of the Big Bang science,
and particularly astronomy, was able
to progress very rapidly toward the “origins
of the universe.” However, this theory
contains a “particularity” that science cannot
resolve: the origin of “everything.” From
there, asserts Robredo with reason,
“it can pass the baton on to philosophy.”
The same is true relative to a possible end
to the universe, or if there is a true unity
of the cosmos. Science can of course
present scenarios, butin no way can it
decide the supreme question: is there a
“superiorintention” behind the existence
of the universe? “It was annoying to hear
Pope Pius XII'in 1951 interpret the origin
as the moment when the cosmos left
God’s hand. And the Pope found reason
to return to this position a year later.
For Lemaitre, science and religion constitute
two very distinct means of access to
the truth. He spent his entire life preser-
ving that separation while protecting
the integrity of both sides. Thus science
cannot found or limit theology and religion
cannot curb the advances of science.”
In addition to these precise analyses
the larger aim of the book is to affirm

JUST PUBLISHED — SPECIAL ISSUE — OCTOBER 2007

the extent to which the history of

our relation to the cosmos is not only

the history of our knowledge about planets
and stars, the universe in its entirety,

or the compilation of mythologies

and religions; more profoundly, it is always
a current and necessary interrogation.

J-P.L

THUAN Trinh Xuan

Les Voies de la lumiére

[The Paths of Light]

[Fayard, coll. “Le temps des sciences,”
February 2007, 400 p., 28 €,

ISBN: 978-2-213-62647-5.]
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e Whatis light? This subject has been
debated both scientifically and philo-
sophically for three thousand years;

the ancient Greeks already had theories
on light, that mysterious material that
thinkers saw as a fire in the eyes projected
outward. It was only at the end of

the Middle Ages that the first foundations
of experimental optics were set down.
Then physicists and astronomers each
wrote their chapters in the exploration of
white and colors, stars and rainbows.

The greatest among them — Kepler, Newton,
Einstein — beyond their work on
gravitation, also speculated about light.

Is it a wave or a series of particles?

The tools of twentieth-century quantum
physics determined that it is both,
depending on the point of view of the
observer. This assessment revolutionized
the methods of astrophysicists, for

whom light is the most important means
for human communication with the rest

of the universe. The light from stars and
galaxies contains the cosmic message that
must be decoded in order to understand
the past, the present and the future

of the universe. In this way stars, galaxies,
planets, black holes, everything,

is interdependent. That is the story told

in this heavy volume by the astrophysicist
Trinh Xuan Thuan, a professor at the
University of Virginia in the United States.
A fine specialist on the formation of
galaxies, he skillfully recounts the history
of the universe from the first photons
which lit up space some 14 billion years
ago to the arrival of stars. In following

the peregrinations of light he explores not
only the scientific, but also artistic, esthetic
and spiritual dimensions. It is in his

treatment of this last area that one might
have some reservations. Trinh Xuan Thuan
does not conceal his spiritual convictions,
derived from Buddhism. He holds that
there is not only the material dimension

in light. For him, the cosmic architecture
can only be a reflection of the divine

and he does not hesitate to cross the line
to seeing a final purpose in the evolution of
the cosmos. Since he expresses himself

so brilliantly many readers may be seduced
by this mixture of genres, exactly what

the work of Jean-Francois Robredo
reviewed above denounces as the drift

of scientific discourse towards arbitrary
metaphysical interpretation.

J-PL

ZWIRN Hervé P.

Les Systémes complexes.
Mathématiques et biologie

[ Complex Systems. Mathematics

and Biology]

[Odile Jacob, coll. “Sciences,” October 2006,
219 p., ill. black and white, 25 €,

ISBN: 978-2-73811858-5.]
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® Hervé Zwirn is interested here

in the complexity of the living. The brain

is at the summit of this pyramid. The organ
of thought competes with the universe

in its penchant for large numbers.

A brain weighs approximately 1,300 grams
(Less than 3 Lbs.). But it contains 100 billion
nerve cells, that is, as many as there are
stars in our galaxy. They continually
exchange messages thanks to an inextri-
cable network of organic cables. In total,

a cortex contains a million billion
connections (synapses) which are
continually crisscrossed with electric
signals. “The brain is a gigantic network
of neurons whose complexity is stupe-
fying” writes Zwirn. Where is the
instruction manual for this cellular magma
that is so high-performing and so fragile?
His book responds in part to these
questions, and more than that, it broadly
spreads its reflection on complexity

by bringing together apparently distinct
interrogations: how do birds coordinate
their wings over long oceanic flights?

How do our billions of neurons connect
with each other to make our personality?
Why do animal species remain stable

for thousands of years before transforming
in aninstant? Why was the Soviet Union
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able to collapse in a few months after
having dominated Europe for more

than half a century? What differentiates
a complex system from a simple system?
How can one study a system without
reducing it to its constituents?

In fact, the association of mathematic and
high level computational systems can
simulate the natural orga-nization of these
systems of apparently chaotic appearance
in terms of self-organizing automata.
Thus the functioning of an ant colony can
be explained as well as cellular develop-
ment or financial markets. To coin a phrase
from Von Neumann, the fascinating
sciences of complexity “might well be

the primary sciences of the twenty-first
century.”

)P L.

I

HUMAN SCIENCES

Selected by Sylvie COURTINE-DENAMY,

Christian DELACROIX, Yann DIENER, Frangois DOSSE,
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and Eric VIGNE

ANDRIEU Claire,
BRAUD Philippe,
and PIKETTY Guillaume (Eds.)

Dictionnaire de Gaulle
[De Gaulle Dictionary]

[Robert Laffont, coll. “Bouquins,”
November 2006, 1,280 p., 31¥€,
ISBN: 978-2-221-10280-0.]

9 H7 H “

822217102800

® “AMan,an Era, a Dictionary,” the title
of its introduction gives a fine measure

of this work’s ambitions. It seeks to
encompass de Gaulle’s actions and ideas
as well as his “universe.” The result?

More than 1,000 entries written by

300 specialists from every aspect of the
human sciences, in alphabetic order,

and with each letter presenting an citation
from the General. With its wealth

of supporting materials (biographical
indications, the composition of his gover-
nments, bibliography, index of names,

and list of entries) this is an extraordinary
tool for reading de Gaulle as a moment

in French politics, an “era” revisited and
interrogated. The diversity of entries cover
the needs of those (students, teachers...)

in search of the precise elements relating
to such or such action of the General

(a press conference, a speech ...), his concepts
(“Idée de France,” “Europe des parties,”),
contemporaries (Daniel Cohen-Bendit,
Régis Debré ...), and relevant institutions
(UN, the European Defense Community ...).
They are also an invitation to travel,

and an incitation to curiosity in following
the inventiveness of the dictionary’s
editors, from “Auschwitz” as a sort of non-
site of genocide memory, to the shaping

of Gaulliean politics (“Ceremony and
Diplomacy”) and including a “psychoanaly-
tical look” at the General. By breaking

up the de Gaullian monumentinto

a thousand facets the dictionary proves

its heuristic capacities, as does the choice
of aninterdisciplinary approach which
both brings forward and renews perspec-
tives. There is no doubt that the Dictionnaire
de Gaulleis a major reference work.

P.G.

HUMAN SCIENCES .

ANTONIOLI Manola,
CHARDEL Pierre-Antoine

and REGNAULD Hervé (Eds.)
Gilles Deleuze, Félix Guattari
et le politique

[ Gilles Deleuze, Félix Guattari

and Politics]

[Ed. du Sandre, November 2006, 334 p.,
34 €,ISBN: 978-2-914958-53-0.]

‘78 530H
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@ InJanuary 2005 an exciting international
conference took place at the Université
Paris VIII on the political dimension of the
work Deleuze and Guattari did together.
Thanks to this publication, the reader now
has access to the papers which renew

the vision one can have of the work on

a number of points. The main contribution
of the work is the conference’s openness
to specialists from outside France,
including American, Australian, Swedish,
Turkish, Italian, and German, along

with French specialists, giving an idea

of the extent of the appropriations

of this work internationally. The second
contribution is the reevaluation

of the often ignored role of Félix Guattari,
whose name tended to disappear

behind that of the philosopher Deleuze.
People close to “our friend, Félix,”
Jean-Claude Polack and Anne Querrien,
opportunely recall his fundamental

role in the duo’s conceptual elaborations.
Contributors to the conference also
emphasize the both multiple and prolifera-
ting political dimension found in any

act of creation, be it literary, cinematogra-
phic, or pictorial. The “micropolitical”
dimension is particularly centralin this
publication, with its always different
arrangements opening the way for conside-
ration of a geophilosophical perspective.
Beyond the individual contributions,

the major problem concerns how to break-
down the concept “control society”
expressed by Deleuze in his last articula-
tions, and which in many aspects is

in opposition to the disciplinary model,
requiring new cartographies. Another
benefit of the conference is its pluralistic
nature. One finds the direct opposition

of Philippe Mengue’s view, which questions
Deleuze’s political positions as strong
critiques of public opinion and a turning
of his back on democratic horizons

in his preference for a now outmoded
leftist politics, which denies the idea

9 ‘
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of human rights. On the other hand are
views of the Australian Paul Patton who
sees Deleuzian theses as a deepening

of democratic values and the aim

of founding them in practice by separating
them from their abstract form. With this
work a period opens which is not merely
an act of devotion to past masters, but
which exposes the brilliant contemporary
import of their concepts for rethinking
individual and collective subjectivity,

a being-together in our contemporaneity.
F.D.

ARKOUN Mohammed (Ed.)
Histoire de l'islam
et des musulmans en France

du Moyen Age a nos jours
[History of Islam and Muslims in France
from The Middle Ages to Our Times]
[Albin Michel, October 2006, 1,220 p.,

ill. black and white, and color, 49 €,
ISBN: 978-2-226-17503-8.

Preface by Jacques Le Goff.]

|78 175038”
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® Prejudices against Islam, based on
stories learned at school and erroneous
representations, are innumerable. It is

not necessary to be a genius to understand
the extent to which their deleterious
effects can be sensed in the daily lives of
many French people, even in the media
which spreads them shamelessly, thereby
contributing to the Islamophobia they
condemn. According to Mohammed Arkoun,
the editor of this collection, the failure

of integration is in large part due to holes
in the curriculum and an institutionalized
ignorance of Muslim culture. This is

a perspective which it is not difficult to
agree to, a number of ramifications

of which can be found in this remarkable
book. It takes a long-scoped view, from

the Middle Ages to today, of the changeable
relations between France, a nation

in a gradual process of constituting itself,
and the Muslim world, a much more vast
entity, different in nature, periodically but
not always encountered with violence
(French culture has been enriched

by outstanding contributions from Islam).
This healthy work looks at those myths
that are taught in school and corrects them.
It examines their origins and construction
to reveal a more subtle background

and to open new perspectives sustained by
new viewpoints. Another history emerges.

9 ‘
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It is more fragmentary but also more
humain because it is less unilateral. It is

a history that can be measured up against
the contemporary problems, such as
current armed conflicts and globalization.
How can peace be established among
peoples when all sides continue to nurture
half-baked prejudices? That under-
standing and peaceful cohabitation
flourish through better mutual knowledge
is a message which hardly manages

to penetrate our national institutions.
These historians of all backgrounds have
come together in a spirit of responsibility,
commitment and citizenship to offer

the French reader this salutary compilation,
aimed not toward the specialist but
toward the reasonable person of today.
LLL

ARTIERES Philippe
Réves d’histoire. Pour
une histoire de l'ordinaire

[ Dreams of History. Towards a History
of the Ordinary]

[Les Prairies ordinaires, November 2006,
168 p., 15 €, ISBN: 978-2-35096-040-1.]

9 H782
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e Philippe Artiéres’ book is to be enjoyed
in small mouthfuls, since it is written

as a series of short pieces which the author
himself qualifies as “fragile, incongruous
and naive”: in any event, they sparkle
with pertinence and inventiveness.

At a historiographic moment marked by
the “horror of history before the primacy
of memory,” Artiéres calls for a history

of the “infra-ordinary,” without claiming
any high position for an Historian up
above the fray. His references extending
from Foucault to Perec to Edward

Hopper, Artiéres invites us on a journey
“into the archives of the ordinary and

the ordinariness of research,” these not
yet realized “dreams of history.” It is

a fascinating trip. Divided into four large
packets—Objects, Practices, Places,

and Traces, the paths traced out are often
puzzling and quirky, but they are

always intellectually rich and attractive.
The idea is obviously not to gather

up an accumulation of smaller events

or to observe ants under the microscope
simply in order to satisfy a taste for
exoticized description. Artiéres always
opens his suggestions up to larger
problematic frames in order to better think

through societal spheres. There is thus

a history of “Imposters” for a history

of blurred and mixed identities, and a history
of “Pockets,” from police station log

books and handrails to scraps of paper
found on apartment building staircases
which can say a good deal about our
“control society.” Doesn’t a history

of partitions, ticket windows and visiting
rooms provide a wonderful way in to

the “geography of the word in society”?

A history of the belt in its multiple uses
thus participates at the same time

in a histories of “violence, the sexes,
medicine and fashion.” There are so many
fascinating examples of such windows

to history (such as the “Betweens” of bars
and markets in ports, the “Forgotten
Sites” such as long-gone buildings, or city
sound landscapes ...). Always, the intelli-
gence of the message is obvious and

the language rich. Whether a “political
history of the neutral,” the history of “sites
devoted to memories of those we detest,”
or a history of a ship—all are marked

with great precision and provide so many
little engines for convincing us that

“a history of the people is far more eloquent
than any Grande Histoire.” No doubt.

CD.

BARREAU Jean-Claude
and BIGOT Guillaume

Toute la géographie du monde
[Fayard, January 2007, 412 p., 22 €,
ISBN: 978-2-213-63023-6.]

9 |‘782213 H
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o In a rapidly changing realm fast losing
all true sense of space, the ambitions

of today’s responsible person correspond
to those of the makers of the “universal
geographies” of yesteryear: both wish

to understand “the geography of the entire
world.” Not going to the trouble of
investigating such areas as the scientific
revolution in geography in the twentieth
century, the activities of the International
Geography Festival in Saint-Dié over

the past fifteen years, or aspects of the
naming of America in 1507, the authors
concentrated on their regret of the
abandonment of the lists of departments
and rivers set by Jules Ferry. Still, they hit
the nail on the head about the contempo-
rary blindness of travelers concerning
global positioning systems! Is it possible
the researchers responsible for this book
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are unaware of these ways of being

in or understanding space, while hanging
on to the old Vidal map system and its
“blanks”? The book misses the mark
promised by its title. Take one map for
example, the first to appear in the book,

of the Pacific Ocean, called “the Vacant
Hemisphere.” In fact the Pacific, so named
by the Chinese (in the United States

itis sometimes called the “American Lake”)
is a gigantic fishing area with tremen-
dous marine resources, the site of criss-
crossing routes of all sorts since the fifteenth
century, populated by the most remote
islands whose civilizations have been

the object of intense anthropological study,
and the site of the great battle which
launched American involvement in the
second world war, Pearl Harbor. The book
is steeped in unrevised Kantian deter-
minism and undigested description, such
as calling greater China the “isolated
subcontinent” (isolated by mountains and
a coast “which leads nowhere”) in

these times of Chinese growth in every
global economic category. This fault is less
the result of bad faith than an error

of method: humans make the world, not
the other way around. Filled with anecdotes
and perspectives for that respectable
philosopher, this book — which was probably
written too quickly — proves one fact

as stated in its introduction: geography

is certainly useful, but thinking on

how to consider space has changed since
the eighteenth century.

G.F

BAYARD Pierre

Comment parler des livres
que l'on n’a pas lus?

[How to Talk about Books You

Haven't Read ]

[Ed. de Minuit, January 2007, 162 p., 15 €,
ISBN: 978-2-7073-1982-1)]
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® This is not the first time Pierre
Bayard has offered up a book which is as
brilliant as it is funny, as nimble as
itisintelligent, and which is written with
as much authorial distance as academic
seriousness. We should add that the book
is written by a person who, in addition
to being a lover of literature, is also
a Freudian practitioner and psychoanalyst.
This can be seen as much in his previous
titles in the form of questions (Qui

a tué Roger Ackroyd 2, Comment améliorer
les ceuvres ratées ?, Peut-on appliquer

la littérature a la psychanalyse ?)

[Who Killed Roger Ackroyd?, How to Improve
Failed Art Works? Can Literature be Applied
to Psychoanalysis?] as in his relationship
to knowledge, which he prefers as
incomplete and partial. Bayard works with
the unconscious without having it inces-
santly on his lips and without jargon. In
Maupassant juste avant Freud [Maupassant
Right Before Freud] he achieved an effec-
tive linking of psychoanalysis and literature,
and in Peut-on appliquer la littérature

d la psychanalyse? he is in another domain
entirely from the hopeless applications

of psychoanalysis to literature. In Qui a tué
Roger Ackroyd? Bayard brings more to
psychoanalysis than most books which are
stuffed full of clinical and theoretical
language. In this latest book he gives lack-
of-knowledge and un-knowing — another
translation of Unbewusste [the German for
unconscious] — pride of place. Here,

his homage to lack-of-knowledge appears
in the support of the fact of having not read
everything: in the form of the unread.

He establishes a shorthand of abbreviations
used throughout the book: LI for livre
inconnu or “book unknown”; LP for livre
parcouru or “skimmed book”; LE for

livre évoqué or “book mentioned”; LO for
livre oublié or “book forgotten” (the forgotten,
of course, another Freudian formation).
Ajuicy example: how a professor of litera-
ture and psychoanalysis affirms the
necessity of reading Joyce’s Ulysses to his
students without having “really” read

it himself...Pierre Bayard reveals how it feels
during such difficult experiences. Freud
and Lacan have revealed how anxiety

is not an effect of a lack, but rather a lack
of a lack: anxiety comes when everything
is present, when everything is possible.
Bayard was able to write this fine book by
taking this fact into account while

also considering that a symptom is a not
yet read fantasy.

Y. D.

BENBASSA Esther

La Souffrance comme identité
[ Suffering as Identity]

[Fayard, March 2007, 296 p., 20 €,

ISBN: 978-2-213-63253-7.]

‘78 H632537H
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® “Perpetual suffering has as much
right to expression as a torture victim has
to scream,” wrote the philosopher
Theodor Adorno in Negative Dialectic
(1966). However, Esther Benbassa
rises up against the “vicitimization” in which
some people establish their identity
by making use of the paradigmatic model
of the Holocaust. The winner, with
Jean-Christophe Attias, of the 2006
Francoise-Seligmann Prize against Racism,
Injustice and Intolerance and a professor
at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes
Etudes, Benbassa is involved in the life
of the polis. She is a historian concerned
about the dangers of withdrawing
into the past at the cost of the present and
the future. She rejects the “memory
necessity” and goes so far as to point
toa “right of forgetting,” not as a synonym
of amnesia, but as an opening toward
history and collective memory.
As Adorno wrote in Notes on Literature II,
“The strength to go on living is assimilated
to forgetting. It is only through forgetting
that something survives, not without
being transformed.”

Benbassa’s first two chapters look
to biblical sources and the often repeated
biblical imperative “Zakhor” — remember;
a thesis which only appears to be
provocative, as no biblical injunction calls
for limiting memory to the darker side
of things, which effectively reduces it to
a “history of tears.” In her view, making
the Holocaust into a religion, as a number
of nonreligious Jews are said to do,
as well as the “merchandising,” even
the “pornography” of commemorative
celebrations, bears witness to the
morbid passion of a death worship,
and effectively privileges emotion and
the “politics of compassion” over reflection.
Her view is that by refusing to recognize
the particularities of other genocides,
the dogma of the Holocaust’s uniqueness
condemns the Jews once againto a
distantiation, or to the acosmism Hannah
Arendt had described as the Jewish
historical condition.
5.CD.
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BERGES-BOUNES Marika,
FORGET Jean-Marie

and FERRON Catherine (Eds.)
Actualités de la psychanalyse
chez l'enfant et chez

l'adolescent

[ Contemporary Psychoanalysis

with Children and Adolescents]
[Erés, coll. “Psychanalyse et clinique,”
November 2006, 319 p., 28 €,

ISBN: 978-2-7492-0686-8.]

9 ”7 8 H ”

27491206868
e Fromits beginnings, psychoanalysis
has been asking itself about the specifics
of its practice with children. Marika
Bergés-Bounes and the other contributors
to this collection of articles take stock

of the question. They all address the problem
from positions in public institutions,

and the volume provides the opportunity
of responding indirectly to the recently
published Inserm report Les Troubles

des conduites chez l’enfant et l'adolescent
[Difficult Behavior in Children and
Adolescents]. That report was assembled
as part of an effort to establish a law which
would require practitioners to predict

the degree of delinquency of troubled or
oppositional youth. The findings of the report
(which was subsequently criticized

by the Inserm itself) were that nothing

had been done for these troubled or
otherwise disturbing-for-adults children,
effectively denying the work by pedia-
tricians, child psychiatrists and psychologists
more or less engaged in the practice

of psychoanalysis, but in any event attentive
to the dynamics of symptoms in the child.
That is, they were attentive to take

the “familial coefficient” of a child’s
symptoms into account, symptoms which
represented the reality of the parental
couple or guardian(s). Since several

works have recently appeared on psychoa-
nalysis and children this debate from

the inside of psychoanalysis has become

a public debate. Take for instance

L’Enfant supposé [The Supposed Child]
(Editions EPEL), Jean-Louis Sous’s

very interesting book. Sous, a psychoana-
lystin Angouléme who works at

a Centre médico-psycho-pédagogique,
critiques psychological constructions
which put the blame on the child. Another
is Nazir Hamad’s and Thierry Najman’s,
Malaise dans la famille. Entretiens

sur la psychanalyse de 'enfant [Family

JUST PUBLISHED — SPECIAL ISSUE — OCTOBER 2007

Unrest. Interviews on Child Psychoanalysis)
(Eres) which aims to speak concretely
about what psychoanalysis

with a child can be, considering, among
other things, how to take the words

of the parents into the analysis.

Y. D.

BIRNBAUM Pierre
L'Aigle et la Synagogue.
Napoléon, les juifs

et I'Etat

[The Eagle and the Synagogue;
Napoleon and the State’s Jews ]

[Fayard, coll. “Histoire,” January 2007,
294 p., 22 €,1SBN: 978-2-213-63211-7.]
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e Pierre Birnbaum, who began his

career as a political scientist, or more

precisely, a sociologist of state structures,

some thirty years ago became interested

in the relationship that Jews in France,

from the time of their emancipation during

the French Revolution, established

with the French state apparatus, particu-

larly in its Republican formations,

and their proclaimed ambition of serving

to propagate the universality of the ideals

of equality and liberty. This approach,

in terms of Jewish belief in the emancipa-

tory mission of the French Republic

which was still an almost blind belief at

the beginning of the Petain collaborationist

period of the “French State,” has enabled

Birnbaum to construct, from book to book,

a history of the Republic’s breaches

of its own commitments and promises.

Itis a history written in the grand manner

of a historian, always founded on the

exploitation of often neglected regional

archives or those of particular institutions.

Here we have a new example with

this study of the “Grand Sanhedrin,”

the assembly of Jewish leaders convoked

by Napoleon in February 1807 for

the designation of the Consistoire Central.
The Emperor sought interlocutors

to be responsible for the behavior

of its community, a community upon

which he imposed restrictions concerning

the freedoms to marry, to circulate

and to occupy a residence. This violation

of a system of law promulgated as

common to all by the Civil Code can be

explained in terms of Napoleon’s racial

prejudice toward the Jews, the “new feudal

subjects.” Still, some bureaucrats or

members of the administrative elite, in
the Council of State or departments were
able to disobey this “odious decree.”

E.V.

BOUREAU Alain

La Religion de I'Etat.

La Construction

de la République étatique
dans le discours théologique
de l'Occident médiéval
(1250-1350)

[ State Religion; The Construction

of the Republic of States in Western
Medieval Theological Discourse
(1250-1350) ]

[Les Belles Lettres, October 2006, 351 p.,
33 €, ISBN: 978-2-251-38080-3.]

822511380803
e Alain Boureau is a major and extremely
erudite historian with encyclopedic
tendencies. He also has a head for theory
and philosophy and he enjoys shifting

the lines of historical doxa. This is the first
of a trilogy planned on scholastic reasoning
starting in 1200. Following this study

on the religion of the state, will be L’Empire
du livre [The Empire of the Book] and then
La Nation des humains [The Nation

of Humans]. Not only does Boureau exhume
scholastic tradition from the purgatory

the Renaissance sealed itin, but also and
most of all, he innovates completely,
shifting the cursor of the great modern
rupture that is usually located in the fifteenth
to sixteenth centuries. Alain Boureau
brings us to the horizon of a great break in
1300 which augers our contemporary times
in a great number of ways. In fact that

is his point of departure, because he begins
with the current litany about the end

of the nation-state system. In this work he
shows, with all the tension between

a genealogy and an architecture of know-
ledge, that beneath our modern nation-
state there is a republic-state that was born
of scholastic thought between about

1250 and 1300. This work of intellectual
history is essentially an interrogation

of Scholastic thought, Aquinas’s, of course,
as well as that of Peter John Olivi, Marsilius
of Padua and William of Ockham, with which
he shows that, beneath their theological
treatises, a good number of political
matters can be read which were decisive
for conceptualizing such notions as

9 ‘
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the common good and sovereignty.
Boureau uncovers the particularly political
bearing of works of the period on the
immaculate conception and original sin,
on evil as at the same time elusive

and powerful to the point that political
means for containing it are inevitable.

He gives us a fine lesson in methodology
with a mode of reading that is to some
extent reminiscent of Michel Foucault's:
reading texts and restoring them to the
social and political matters in terms of
conflicts between knowledge and power.
Thus, to take the example of original sin,
Boureau shows how it first of all establi-
shes equality among persons, their
common humanity, but with the question
of the immaculate conception, it becomes
necessary to integrate the question

of privilege. Boureau looks into questions
deriving from daily life and the relations
among figures of the time from inside
these Scholastic texts. Peter Olivi reads
the Acts of the Apostles and considers
Paul’s politics in how to build a minority
community successfully. The fundamental
object of Boureau’s book concerns such
passages from the question of what

a community is to what a power structure is,
thereby providing us with new perspectives
on the stages of our political past.

F.D.

BOUTIER Jean,

PASSERON Jean-Claude

and REVEL Jacques
Qu'est-ce qu’une discipline?
[ What is a Discipline?]

[Ed. de UEHESS, coll. “Enquéte,”

November 2006, 260 p., 24 €,
ISBN: 978-2-71322-103-3.]
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@ The latest issue of the review Enquéte,
which confronts points of intersection
among the social sciences, and particularly
sociology, anthropology and history,

is devoted to the notion of discipline ...
The “irenic tableau” which seemed to have
prevailed until recently “of a system

of disciplines” enabling the coexistence
within a recognized classificatory system
of realms of knowledge with requisite
pedagogical transmission is undergoing
deep questioning these days. Recent
thought on the social function of sciences
and disciplines, which affects the social
sciences and particularly history; ever

more precise specializations; the emergence
of new interdisciplinary paradigms, and
the analyses of unifying turning points;

as well as the evolution of scientific

and disciplinary policies have led to public
debates, one of whose principle issues is
“concern for measuring the economic value
of scientific and disciplinary productions.”
Of import to these debates are the relativistic
aspects of studies of the institutionalized
forms of knowledge and the processes
enabling scientificinnovations that were
initiated in Thomas Kuhn'’s classic and

often cited analyses and which make commu-
nity agreement the validation of any
paradigm. All the contributions to this

issue “deconstruct” in one way or another
the notion of discipline and interrogate

its effects in terms of the cognitive efficacy
of disciplinary ranges on the production

of different kinds of knowledge. Thus
Jean-Louis Fabiani, who edited the issue,
asks, “What good is the notion of

a discipline?” and considers whether it is
possible to maintain “indefinitely

the hypothesis of a disciplinary orderwhich
would be commensurate to an order of
knowledge.” Gérard Lenclud, who defines
his discipline as a “genre convention” distinct
from knowledge, points to the possible

end of the discipline of anthropology which
would lead to a new organization

of anthropological knowledge. Claude
Blanckaert reminds us that the notion which
attained its wide diffusion only after
World War I, was certainly a sign of the
growing import of university frameworks
and technical codes in the production

of knowledge and the affirmation of an
epistemology of the construction of
problematic objects. The other contributions
are just as enlightening, whether on
German philology in the historical sciences/
disciplines (Michael Werner), the founda-
tion of the theological discipline in

the Middle Ages (Alain Boureau) or (without
citing them all) the “disciplinarization”

of French ethnography in the early twentieth
century (Emmanuelle Sibeud). In other
words it is an issue which fits right in with
the self-reflexive tendencies affecting all
the social sciences in recent times.

C.D.

BOUVIER Alban

and CONEIN Bernard (Eds.)
L'Epistémologie sociale.
Une théorie sociale

de la connaissance

[Social Epistemology. A Social Theory
of Knowledge]

[Ed. de 'EHESS, coll. “Raisons pratiques,”
February 2007, 316 p., 26 €,

ISBN: 978-2-7132-2114-9.]

i
e Epistemologie socialeis a translation

(an approximate translation, the

text points out) of social epistemology,
which designates the work deriving from
the social philosophy of knowledge,

that is the exploration of the social dimension
of knowledge. This approach studies

the conditions of the transmission of know-
ledge acquired through the intermediacy
of others and through relationships of trust,
authority and “epistemic dependence,”
considered as indirect sources of a number
of fields of knowledge. The editors of

this issue of Raisons pratiques take as their
point of departure the “naturalist turn”

in the theory of knowledge which, breaking
with unilaterally normative and univer-
salist approaches recommends describing
“how the field really develops and is
learned” (Quine). But their taking seriously
of the naturalist approach does not mean
that these authors accept the reductionist
interpretations of this “naturalization”
which would inevitably dissolve the theory
of knowledge in the psychology or
sociology of knowledge. Thus their aim

is not to reduce logical problems to sociolo-
gical problems or to deny the existence

of norms in fields of knowledge. They claim
a middle way, maintaining a normative
dimension to this “naturalizing” approach
without accepting the relativist conse-
quences classically associated with it.

So as not to identify norms with events

or facts, nor to separate them radically,

the contributors mainly support the idea of
a “continuum” between norms and facts
and a “naturalization” of those norms.

Facts themselves are in some way always
already normalized. The analysis of ordinary
reasoning is not done by adjusting causal
processes toward norms but between
“norms at different levels of abstraction.”
Such analyses are not without utilitarian
aims and their objectives are particu-
larly important in the domain of decision
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theory; in ordinary life, social actors

make decisions which do not result

in the application of a situation of norms
or logical axioms. Thus the entirety of
pragmatic space existing between

the schema of applied rational principles
and that of the illusions of the actors

can be explored thanks to this “moderated”
interpretation of naturalized epistemo-
logy. The eleven contributions to this issue
of Raisons pratiques clarify these positions
and/or put them to the test of empirical
research while maintaining as a guide-
line the axis of relations with others and
“effective epistemicinteractions”
(particularly in questions of witnessing,
communities of knowledge, communication
technology, collective belief, “group
commitment” and the concept of a school
of thought) while working to substitute
“dialog for anti-sociological and anti-
relativist diatribe.” It is a very stimulating
and well documented collection, providing
a new stage and new leads for “getting

out from above” the debate on relativism.
C.D.

BUELTZINGSLOEWEN

Isabelle (von)

L'Hécatombe des fous.

La famine dans les hopitaux
psychiatriques francais

sous ['Occupation

[ Hecatomb of the Mentally ILL. Famine in
Psychiatric Hospitals in Occupied France]

[Aubier, coll. “Historique,” January 2007,
512 p., 22 €, ISBN: 978-2-7007-2364-9.]
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e [tis explicitly in order to put recognized
procedures of the historian to the test
concerning the thesis of the “programmed”
“genocide through starvation” (or “gentle
extermination”) of 45,000 mentally
ill persons by the Vichy regime, and the
absence of academic studies on the question,
that the author initiated her research.
This issue has become the object of intense
polemics and has been put to use in
the name of memory and militantimpera-
tives, without, Isabelle von Bueltzingsloewen
insists, respecting historical truth. The
author, who does not doubt the existence
of the famine which decimated psychiatric
hospitals during the Occupation, first
off rejects the intellectual framework
of the debate which focuses on the validity
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of the thesis of the extermination. Von
Bueltzingsloewen’s shifted point of depar-
ture is this question: “How is it that within
the specific context of the Occupation,
thousands of people hospitalized for mental
illnesses could have died of hungerin
French psychiatric hospitals?” The remar-
kable investigation, conducted with the
consultation of numerous sources, notably
the administrative and medical files of

the hospitalized persons, enabled the author
to develop a biographical approach which
brings out the diversity of the inmates’
individual situations which “were not equal
in the face of the famine” and which is

also a way of “incarnating” the tragedy.
However, the author was not able to
include the accounts of the victims
themselves (which no one has thought to
collect) or, for legitimate ethical reasons,
the accounts of the family members

of some (that is the children and grand-
children of the victims) who have

reacted to the research by providing their
a posteriori witness accounts. Von
Bueltzingsloewen’s analysis is not limited
to the Occupation period, itinscribes

the tragedy within the long history of
psychiatric institutions and the memorial
time of the struggle against forgetting,
with the current reforms of the psychiatric
institution as an important backdrop.

From this perspective, the book is a good
lesson on the fine articulation of historical
temporalities! With her minute examina-
tions of the origins of the famine,
Bueltzingsloewen calls up the different
factors which caused the rapid degradation
of the diet of the patients: the rigidity of
public accounting rules, the context

of scarcity, difficulty of delivery, rationing
and calorie determinations and “regula-
tions” (which were in fact insufficient

for survival), and the aggravating factor

of the “supply flow” (the attribution

of foodstuffs to personnel, illegal skim-
ming and other abuses). The book contains
a poignant chapter on the “hunger
experiments” which left no direct witness.
Then it examines the thesis put forward

in the wake of “gentle extermination”,

of “crime by abstention” and “abandonment
through death.” Doctors sought additional
rations, but Vichy did not consider the
mentally ill to be consumers of any priority,
and rather attempted to take measures

to “bring to a close the number of dysfunc-
tions” which aggravated the alimentary
condition of psychiatric establishments.
The government subsequently changed its

position (in December 1942) in the context
of the country’s intense food crisis, in
granting additional quantities to patients.
Itis difficult to quantify the results of
these decisions, since every situation had
its specific characteristics and deaths by
starvation continued after December 1942.
However, it seems that starting in 1943
“the most dramatic manifestations of
malnutrition tended to disappear,” which,
according to the author argues against
the idea of a genocidal intention on the part
of the Vichy regime. In addition, the book
presents a most ambitious interpretive
framework on famine, analyzed as a violent
effect of war on an extremely vulnerable
population (on the biological and social
level), completely lacking in societal
connections, and without the benefit of any
network of solidarity. This accounting
of structural factors (essentially due
to the catastrophic state of psychiatric
institutions before the war) whose lethal
potentialities came to the fore during
the specific context of the Occupation
is probably the book’s most novel contribu-
tion; it also moves it out of the minefield
of debate on extermination.

The book’s conclusion is clear: the thesis
of “genocide by hunger” as perpetrated
by Vichy on the mentally ill is false.
But Bueltzingsloewen does not clear
the Petain regime and in no way denies
its criminal dimension: “in choosing
collaboration, it also made the choice of
ceding to the growing exigencies
of the Nazi occupier, which was able
to organize the systematic pillaging
of the country.” It is one more convincing
demonstration that good intentions
do not necessarily make for good history,
and thatin order to do true justice
to the victims the “work of memory”
must be a “work of rigor.”
D

CASTEL Pierre-Henri

A quoi résiste la psychanalyse ?
[ What Does Psychoanalysis Resist?]
[Presses universitaires de France,

coll. “Science, histoire et société,”
November 2006, 198 p., 22 €,

ISBN: 978-2-13-055906-1.]
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e Pierre-Henri Castel is a psychoanalyst,
a researcher at the CNRS and a specia-
list on the philosophy of science. He has
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published, among other things, an
Introduction a “L’interprétation du réve”
de Freud [Introduction to Freud’s ‘Interpre-
tation of Dreams’](Presses universitaires
de France, 1998), and a large study on
transsexuality, La Métaphore impensable
[The Unthinkable Metaphor](Gallimard,
2003). Rather than asking what those

who attack psychoanalysis are resisting,
Castel turns the question around and
considers what psychoanalysis resists,
what discourse is it in opposition to? This is
an important book for the contemporary
context since it raises the bar on the
current context of the numerous attacks

on psychoanalysis. For several years

now the French government and a few
psychoanalysts have been attempting to
establish legal parameters for psycho-
therapeutic practice and seek to include
psychoanalysis within the field of psycho-
therapies. Some psychoanalysts think

they are establishing preventive measure
against charlatans by calling upon the state
to come up with a national diploma which
nevertheless offers no guarantee of
anything while even risking to annihilate
the specificity of psychoanalysis whose
efficacy derives from its separation from
medical and psychological discourses.

As is his practice, it is by taking the difficult
yet rich path of epistemology that

Castel arrives at his ends, in this case,

a demonstration of the specificity of
psychoanalysis. After reviewing Freud's
notions of psychic causality, he reviews

the critiques leveled at the “empiric efficacy’
of psychoanalysis, and then points out

that resistance to psychoanalysis can also
come from psychoanalysts themselves

(the chapter “Psychoanalysis against Itself”
is particularly successfulin this regard).
Then Castel settles scores with the false
argument between behavioral therapies
and psychoanalysis, which above all serves
as fodder for weekly magazines. With

this epistemological detour Castel offers
animportant contribution to a definition
of psychoanalytic practice by showing

that its efficacy is logical not magical.

The book ends with a very useful chronology
of psychoanalysis since 1980.

Y. D.

3

CHERKT Alice
La Frontiére invisible.

Violences de l'immigration

[The Invisible Border;

Immigration Violence ]

[Ed. Elema, October 2006, 181 p., 20 €,
ISBN: 978-2-916450-03-2.]
L

® Her Franz Fanon, published by Le Seuil
in 2000 was well received. Now

the psychoanalyst Alice Cherki turns her
attention to those whom she calls

“the children of the present-day,” descen-
dents of parents from former colonies

who have been caught up in the violent
motions of colonization and decolo-
nization. She affirms that “pieces of denied
history remain encrypted for several
generations and meet up with descendents
in the form of delirious productions or
psychic displacement,” unfolding the logic
of something which is admitted with
increasing frequency but as also easily
forgotten. She speaks with the authority
of her daily psychoanalytic practice,

where she hears histories and history,
sensitive to the “incessant weave between
the history we are all engaged in and
particular histories.” She offers us her views
without simplification and without jargon,
making disturbing thoughts accessible.
The “invisible border” is a consequence

of a denial of the heterogeneous.

And the walls which prevent the taking
into account of the heterogeneous are

all the more thick when they are not explicit.
They prevent any “geographic or psychic”
passage. Cherki shows that the psychoana-
lyst’s work consists in finding a writing

for that border and making it explicit so as
to take it into account accordingly.

In order to become subjects of their words,
in order to stop repeating the acts which
make them suffer and make others suffer,
the “children of the present-day” have

no choice but to take origins, foreignness
and identity into account. This fine work

is at the same time well wrought and
delivered in a spontaneous tone as Cherki
points out that psychoanalysis is not comfort
medicine for “little booboos of the soul,”
as it is too often thought to be: “The
possibility of subjectivizing oneself in order
to become responsible for one’s thoughts
and actions, or to put it simply, in order to
consider oneself human, is what those
(and they are many more than one might
think and less well-off than one might

suppose) who come to psychoanalysis hope
to gain, since the unspeakable suffering
they bear is linked to these fetters.”

Y. D.

DIOP Boubacar Boris

LAfrique au-dela du miroir

[ Africa Beyond the Looking Glass]
[Philippe Rey, January 2007, 212 p., 17 €,
ISBN: 978-2-84876-068-1.]
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A
@ Boubacar Boris Diop, the Senegalese
writer, is a former Maoist who, well before
the fall of the Berlin Wall, marked his
distance from that origin through literature.
The time he spentin Rwanda in 1994
with a writer’s residency, (“Rwanda 1994:
Writing Through the Need to Remember”)
was a true eye opener for him. It led to
his understanding (not a first time
discovery) that in the stock exchange of
suffering, life in Africa is not a super
high value. Since then Diop has concen-
trated on the status and the function
of the intellectual in Africa, examining how
Africa is caricatured in the media,
what it means to be a Francophone writer,
the status of national languages, etc.
L’Afrique au-dela du miroir must be read
from this perspective. The book continues
from places explored in Négrophobie
written by Diop with Odile Tobner (the
widow of Mongo Beti) and Francois-Xavier
Verschave in response to Stephen Smith’s
Négrologie. Diop sets the tone from
the start: “The images the media present
of Africa correspond in no way to
reality. Their main aim is to shame every
black person concerning his or her
memory and identity. This is not acceptable
and speaking out is a moral imperative
for all those for whom that is possible.”
Thus the urgency of reading about another
Africa, with this book’s specificintent:
projecting the view beyond the mirror.
L’Afrique au-dela du miroir brings
together writing that has appeared
in the African and international press as
well as addresses given at American
universities. Page after page, Diop decons-
tructs the reigning Negrophobia. It begins
with the Rwandan genocide, moves to
Senegal where he deals with the question
of African immigrants, the “new damned
of the world,” considers the Joola shipwreck,
analyzes the relationship between Cheick
Anta Diop and Léopold Sédar, two sons
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of the country and the continent, and then
returns to the topic of the status of the
African writer, while praising Mongo Beti’s
struggles for freedom along the way and

ending on Africa’s position in globalization.

The twelve essays which comprise this

book give the reader a strong sense

of the author’s anguish in the face of Africa’s

lack of autonomy and the porousness

of continental memory. A Wolof proverb

made famous by Birago Diop aptly points

to this, “When memory goes picking

up dead wood it brings back whatever

stick it feels like choosing.” This serves as

an epigraph in the book. It also attests

to the author’s desire to remind the reader

of Cheick Anta Diop’s importance

in the intellectual life of the continent.
The book has an overarching activist

intent and its “main thread remains

reflection on Africanité which it is hard

to say whether it is just a politically correct

hallucination or the very expression

of our existence.” None of this prevents us

from thinking about Boris Boubacar Diop’s

own ambiguities: one day he ridicules

Francophonie, and the next day he accepts

being one of its guests of honor; one

day he suddenly decides to write in Wolof,

and a year later, offering no justification,

he writes in French. But this ambiguity

is not his alone, one can recall a number of

the signatories of the “Pour une littérature-

monde” manifesto (printed in Le Monde,

March 16 2007) who announced, among

other things, the end of Francophonie,

while they accepted its Prix des Cing

Continents prize.

B. M.-M.

DORLIN Elsa

La Matrice de la race.
Généalogie sexuelle

et coloniale

de la nation francaise
[The Womb of Race.

Sexual and Colonial Genealogy
of the French Nation]

[La Découverte, coll. “Textes a l'appui,”
October 2006, 308 p., 27 €,
ISBN: 978-2-7071-4881-0.
Preface by Joan Wallach Scott.]
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® Thisis a work that may very well deeply
reshape cultural thinking. Its point

of departure is the doctoral dissertation

defended by a philosopher and science
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historian, Elsa Dorlin, and directed

by the great Spinoza specialist Pierre-
Frangois Moreau. The author fits at the
same time into the line of Michel Foucault’s
analyses, work in English, particularly
America, in post-colonial studies,

and above all Black Feminism. She also
refers to the work of Colette Guillaumin
L'Idéologie raciste, [Racist Ideology]
(Gallimard, 2002), for whom a physical
difference does not exist unless it is
designated as significant by a particular
culture. Sexism and racism are thus
understood as cultural constructions that
can be situated historically and concep-
tually, and these processes of differentiation
are linked to mechanisms of hiopower
structures. Dorlin innovates and pushes
the investigation furthest when she shows
how the analogical approach to sexism
and racism is insufficient since a genealogical
approach shows the extent to which these
two forms of differentiation mutually
generate each other on the historical level.
Her second innovation concerns how

she is not content to vilify a domination
grasped from the outside and given as
unequivocal; she concentrates on moments
of crisis in these dominant rationalities

to reveal how they are just as constraining
for the dominant as the dominated. At

the end of this nosological classification
which divides the healthy from the
unhealthy, Dorlin shows how the patholo-
gization of the woman’s body in the seven-
teenth century —that ailing, valetudinarian
body suffering from a thousand illnesses
became the originary matrix for the
racialization and inferiorization of slaves’
bodies whose “temperaments” were there
merely to be controlled. In complete
contrast and difference from these
pathological bodies is the construction

of the healthy white man’s body as

the crucible of the modern French nation,
born directly from the white, healthy

and maternal mother —the opposite of

the witch, the nymphomaniac or the female
African slave. This solid demonstration

is a great success, a product of the

mutual arrangement of philosophical

and historical knowledge. Rare indeed.

F.D.

DOUGNON Isaie

Travail de Blanc, travail de
Noir. La migration des paysans
dogon vers l'office du Niger

et au Ghana (1910-1980)

[ White Work Black Work; The Migration
of Dogon Peasants to the Office du Niger
Dam and to Ghana (1910-1980) ]
[Karthala/Sephis, coll. “Histoire des Suds,”
February 2007, 279 p., 26 €,

ISBN: 978-2-84586-842-7.]
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e Mamadou Diouf’s and Peter Geschiere’s
Historie des Suds at Editions Karthala,
is aninteresting and novel collection.
Its ambition? “To favor South-South debate
and conversation without the interme-
diacy of historians of the North.” From this
point of view, the anthology of subaltern
Indian thought published in 1999 by
Mamadou Diouf serves as the collection’s
manifesto. The term subaltern (or
subordinate) was borrowed from Antonio
Gramsci by Indian historians and points
as much to the notion of power as to
the peasantry; it raises stimulating episte-
mological questions, notably the following:
“Who speaks in the name of the past?”
and “Can subalterns speak for themselves?”
Itis perhaps from this perspective that
one should read Isaie Dougnon’s book. From
the very start the title inevitably suggests
the question of skin color in the context
of colonial situations, to use Georges
Balandier’s phrase. But this is not what
itis about. One has to read the subtitle to
understand that it in fact concerns
the migrations of the Dogon people of Mali
(well known to tourists of the world for
its traditions) to Ghana (the Gold Coast
during the British colonial era), and toward
the Office du Niger (a gigantic hydro-
electricand irrigation project initiated by
the French in the 1930s). Using many
interviews with Dogons of the diaspora,
Dougnon reveals their social experiences,
the itineraries of their migrations,
their discovery of colonial urban areas, their
relations with black workers and white
bosses. And this is where the distinction
between travail de blanc and travail de noir
comes in: the first concerns technical
work, with machines, the second concerns
the earth, and farming.

The originality of this remarkable
work of anthropology “from within” resides
in the fact that it is not the umpteenth
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study of the mysteries of Dogon masks
—which are the tourist’s be all and end

all. It is a study of social subjects and how
they control their own lives. As such it is
out of synch with the work of Marcel Griaule.
By showing through its examination

of Dogon experience, how African immig-
ration is not always vertical (from Africa to
the West), Dougnon shatters some of

the “wild talk” about Africa and in so doing
responds to the aim of Mamadou Diouf’s
and Peter Geschiere’s collection, promoting
South-South conversation.

B. M.-M.

FALIGOT Roger
and GUISNEL ]ean (Eds.)
Histoire secréte

de la v République
[ Secret History of the 5th Republic]

[La Découverte, December 2006, 752 p.,
25 €, ISBN: 978-2-7071-4902-2.]
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e It was taking a chance, publishing this
book on the underside of the Fifth
Republic, since in the current noxious
political climate, this book risks being swept
up with those whose theme is “Everything’s
Rotten” which each day feeds the rise

of the National Front. The cover, which
broadcasts the idea of an exciting
revelation, seems to confirm that the book’s
objective is to use some petty history

for low contemporary ends. But the book
lives up to the chance it takes thanks

to its seriousness, its exigency of precision
and rigor with the rich informative
material it presents. The authors also claim
that their quest for truth is of a kind with
that of Pierre Vidal-Naquet and the quality
of the book’s publisher, La Découverte,
born out of Maspero editions during

the early Fifth Republic, in 1959.

The “seven samurai of the investigation”
led by Jean Guisnel and Roger Faligot

have put their talent as researchers in the
service of a resurrection of a certain
number of touchy, little-known or forgot-
ten matters. The book thus offers one
hundred articles with eye-catching titles
to present the parade of scandals and
“affairs” which doted the history of our
Republic, with a rogue’s gallery of shady
characters, quagmires where Republican
values have been bogged down,
disreputable networks and pressure groups.
The heroes of this shadowy republic

are Jacques Foccart, Steven Markovic,
Jean-Charles Marchiani, Bob Denard, and
Raymond Marcellin ..., and the RG,
SDECE, DGSE, SAC networks are the major
institutions which led the Republic to
commit kidnappings, assassinations,
various manipulations such as the famous
kidnapping of Ben Barka in 1965 in

the name of the preferential links to “our
friend” Hassan IL The list is long and
continues above and beyond the alterna-
tions of governments of the left and

the right; consider the mess in the Cote-
d’'Ivoire for the past six or seven years,
which can only be understood by digging
into the colonial past and its hidden
networks. There is thus in exposing this
ugly mess an in fine call for a change of
Republic. With 3,000 entries, a biblio-
graphy at the end of each article for those
who wish to go deeper, and a very
informative timeline, the book is, rather
than a time-bomb, a useful research tool.
F.D.

FARGE Arlette
Effusion et tourment.
Le récit des corps. Histoire

du peuple au xvIIr® siecle

[ Effusion and Torment. The Story

of the Body. History of the People

in the Eighteenth Century]

[Odile Jacob, coll. “Histoire,” March 2007,
237 p., 23.50 €, ISBN: 978-2-7381-1925-4.]
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e With this new publication Arlette Farge
continues her expedition among the common
people of eighteenth-century Paris.

Her quest toward expressing the people’s
lived experience dates to 1974, with

her first publication on the theft of food.
Farge’s archival savvy enables her to

track down the slightest rustlings through
which she traces the authentic lives of

a population devoid of written expression.
She has always sought to give life to the
anonymous, to the buried fates, to snippets
of identity, with an approach related

to Foucault’s and Certaux’s. In this book,
Farge finds a new guiding line for
uncovering the hidden meaning of lives
that had been overlooked: the activity

and suffering of bodies. Revisiting the
modes of expression of popular language,
emotions and gestures may amount

not only to a history of private life, according
to Farge it also covers an essentially

political dimension. From there, she traces
out a “history of the political experience

of bodies.” She shows that the relation
between power and the body of the people
often turns into a body to body relation
where the only thing at the common person’s
disposal is his or her body. However, such
a person has recourse to his or her fellows
and the arousal of the crowd, the source

of collective effusions which cause fear and
trembling in the powerful. Arlette Farge
keeps us close to the archives as she takes
the reader into a bygone world where

the ear is called upon to listen to the inces-
sant sounds of the city, where touching
occurs spontaneously in the most common
daily movements, and a world of orality
where “speaking equals event.” Thanks to
her historical writing and its respect

of archival authenticities, we encounter
aworld of the people’s body presenting itself
as a challenge to the power structure’s
military capacities.

F.D.

GERVEREAU Laurent (Ed.)
Dictionnaire

mondial des images

[ Worldwide Dictionary of Images]
[Nouveau Monde éditions, November 2006,
1,100 p., ill. black and white, and color,
59.90 €, ISBN: 978-2-84736-185-8.]
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@ During the age of digital television and
the Internet, can a dictionary (1,100 pages,
270 contributors, 800 illustrations, 400
entries) sweep up the ghost of the image?
The Dictionnaire mondial des images,
edited by the historian Laurent Gervereau
(Institut des images) does not pretend

to be exhaustive, but it attempts to prescribe
an order, despite a few subjective
positions, to the discourse on images

as it evolved and evolves. Visual represen-
tations have modified since their entry

into the mediasphere and their contact with
the press, movies and the Net. This
Dictionnaire mondialtakes hold of these
supports to revise the classic notions (power,
law, politics, interpretation, the beau-

tiful ...) and evaluate them with the tools
of the social sciences. In other words

they are seen as fragmented images. It is
not surprising that the work opens with

an image of the Twin Towers. September 11
caused the projection of the image

of a globalized event, a phenomena that
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we have seen again since then, with

the Tsunami in Asia. But it is no easy matter
to organize discourse using only the
happenstance arrangement of the alphabet.
So one has to leaf through this work

and grapple with the entries and cross
references and construct one’s thinking on
this as a hypertextual form gradually
emerges. For the authors, it is surprising
not to find Jean-Pierre Dupuy; many

of the authors were chosen based on their
previous work. Michel Pastoureau writes
here on colors; Nadeije Laneyrie-Dagen

on the body in the West; Antoine de Baecque
on love of film: but there’s nothing

new here beyond their Le Petit Livre des
couleurs [Little Book of Colors], L'Invention
du corps [Invention of the Body] and Ciné-
philie, l'invention d’un regard [Cinephilia,
Invention of a Regard]. Meanwhile,

a fascinating background world geography
of the image emerges, taking stock

of representation in Afghanistan, Africa,
the United States, Russia and many

other cultural environments. Thus one
learns that hybridizations of image
production methods are taking root and one
appreciates the absence of ethnocentrism
when one reads about how a Brazilian
analyzes representations of slaves. Intelli-
gently, this dictionary liberates images
from disembodying philosophical
thematics with its preference for multi-
plying approaches. Under the entry
“woman,” one finds not only a history

of woman'’s “representation in advertising,
the press, film and on television” but

also a study of “the art of women”: feminist
struggles plus reflections of the feminine.
In other words, you get the mirror

of a society looking at self-edification.

This is why this book itself is an event.

G.F.

GRATALOUP Christian
Géohistoire de la
mondialisation.

Le temps long du Monde
[ A Geohistory of Globalization;
The World in the Long Term]

[Armand Colin, February 2007, 256 p.,
24.50 €, ISBN: 978-2-2003-4759-8.]

9 ”78 “ H

22001347598
® The geographer Christian Grataloup’s
history of globalization is a long one
—and let us say from the start, it has no
lack of staying power. It begins with
what Grataloup calls antimondialisation,
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the processes by which groups of humans
split up following the migrations of

homo sapiens over the globe, and ends
with contemporary globalization after
analyzing major stages of human develop-
ment. The book does not offer a teleo-
logical approach, however. It constantly
puts forward scenarios which did not occur.
Thus it asks, for example, what the world
would be like had imperial powers not
prohibited exploration by Chinese navigators
because they were more fearful of invaders
from the steppes than interested in
expanding their empire to the rest of world?
One would also search in vain for any
natural determinism. Christian Grataloup’s
analysis of the making of the world is
entirely historical and sociological, bearing
the mark of its historical epicenter:

Europe, which came to be known as the West
after the incorporation of the new world.
But this geohistory is more than the story
of the world. It is chock full of material

for thinking about the past and the present
in new ways, and for distinguishing
notions such as international, universal
and global, which are often carelessly
employed. Grataloup is definitely wrong to
apologize to specialists — particularly
historians —for his brazenness in making
use of so many works and facts. His
reading is in fact an incitation to follow
and to depart from specialist domains

in order to think about the commonplace
and to make bold comparisons. There

was a time when geography was considered
a concrete science concerned with the
description of detail; Fontenelle termed it
“a geographers’ argument.” This work,
among others, proves that time is behind us.
PG.

GREEN Nancy L.

and WEIL Francois (Eds.)
Citoyenneté et émigration.
Les politiques du depart

[ Citizenship and Emigration.

The Politics of Departure]

[Ed. de 'EHESS, coll. “Recherches
d’histoire et de sciences sociales,”
October 2006, 274 p., 22 €,

ISBN: 978-2-7132-2107-1.]

9 “782713 221071

@ The editors of this collection began

with the notion that the politics of
emigration as such have been little studied,
compared with the amount of work done

on immigration and the country of arrival.
Thus the history of immigration and
studies of citizenship are classically done
with emphasis on the politics of the arrival
and integration of foreigners and more
generally national definitions of the figure
of the foreigner. This book reverses

the perspective by analyzing the attitudes
that various countries have in relation

to those who depart. From this perspective,
“departures as much as arrivals are useful
in conceptualizing the citizen.” The book
centers on free emigration in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries: How were these
voluntary departures conceived of in

the country of departure? The studies in
this collection are interdisciplinary and
geographically diverse (without claiming to
be exhaustive). The book explores four
broad themes: the question of freedom of
movement; the relations among emigration,
national construction and administrative
structures; emigration’s economic

and political aspects; and relationships
between emigration and immigration.

In analyses of the Italian government toward
mass emigration at the end of the nine-
teenth century (Caroline Douki), the politics
of emigration in Israel (Steven ]. Gold),

the French state and emigration in France
(Frangois Weil), emigration and the British
state from the nineteenth to the early
twentieth centuries (David Feldman and
Mary Page Baldwin), the case of the
Netherlands, and the case of “overseas
Chinese” (among other entries), the book
shows the heuristic potential of choosing
to investigate from the perspective

of leaving. All these contributions open
the way for a “history of nations from their
borders” to understand better the processes
of social construction of identity: a fine
prospectus.

C.D.

JAMET Pierre

Le Neeud de linconscient.
Nouer la clinique

[The Knot of the Unconscious ]

[Erés, coll. “Arcanes,” November 2006,
281 p., 23 €, ISBN: 978-2-7492-0689-9.]

|78 H206899H

9‘ 2749
@ Pierre ]Jametis a psychoanalyst

in Colmar and the president of the Ecole
psychanalytique de Strasbourg. Here

he endeavors to introduce the topology

of surfaces and knot theory, two branches
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of mathematics used by Jacques Lacan
in an effort to find a writing system homoge-
neous with the structure of unconscious
formations. It is a matter of psychoanalytic
transmission, that is the training of
analysts, as well as an explanation for
the public of what analytic practice is about.
Psychoanalysts are fond of explanations
of the reasons behind their practice, in order
to show that therapeutic effects have
been obtained logically, not mysteriously.
This is all the more necessary since
psychoanalysis risks being officially
lumped together with psychotherapies.
One of the benefits of this book is Jamet’s
participation in the current explanatory
necessity. Le Noeud de l'inconscient
is therefore useful for psychoanalysts and
the general public. The chapter “Topology
of Dreams” is a fine example of Jamet’s
approach. He presents examples of dreams
and shows how our daily intuitive
geometry is not suitable for apprehending
formations of the unconscious. For
example, an adolescent girl who dreams
that she is wearing a garbage bag that she
is inside of. Only the non-Euclidian
topological figure of the Klein bottle puts
inside and outside in continuity, providing
rational writing of such formations
of the unconscious. The theory of knots is
central to Lacanian theory, because
the real, the imaginary and the symbolic are
tied together like a Borromean knot, that
is the three rings are not knotted together
two by two butin such a manner that
if any one of the three are cut they become
unknotted. In Le Noeud de ['inconscient
Jamet provides a complete review
of the knottings relating to different clinical
indications, particularly neuroses and
psychoses.
Y.0.

JULLIEN Frangois

Chemin faisant, connaitre

la Chine, relancer la philosophie
[Along the Way, Visiting China,
Renewing Philosophy]

[Ed. du Seuil, coll. “L'ordre philosophique,”
January 2007, 96 p., 10 €,

ISBN: 978-2-02-092641-6.]

9 “ H 41 6“

782020"926

o In this “Reply to Jean-Francois Billeter,”
the author of Contre Francois Jullien

(cf. Vient de paraitre No. 26), Frangois Jullien
points to his personal itinerary in his

defense, that is studying Chinese language
and civilization in order to form a new
‘originally deported’ perspective on Western
philosophy, its systems and fundamental
categories. Deported is meant here

in the sense that the view of the West comes
from what Jullien calls its “outside,”

the East. Jullien asserts, “China is elsewhere,
itis not other,” as he gives his account

of his tools for understanding the rationality
of Western ontology, that is, “the allusive,”
“obliqueness,” the “situational potential”
and “silent transformation.” Convinced

as he is that his tools are useful for under-
standing the China of long ago as well

as the China of today, Jullien explains how
itis that he has been moved by a movement
which each of his works communicates

to the next, getting him from philosophy to
esthetics, and painting to religion, without
his knowing where his explorations will
end. The risk is that the reader will develop
the impression that he has a universal
machine that can absorb any given element
and provide, whatever the field of compre-
hension within the world of Chinese
complexity, and in the name of the effect
of “contrast,” an always similar response.
E.V.

KOTT Sandrine

and MICHONNEAU Stéphane
Dictionnaire des nations

et des nationalismes

dans I'Europe contemporaine

[ Dictionary of Nations and Nationalism
in Contemporary Europe]

[Hatier, coll. “Initial,” 414 p., ill. black

and white, 12 €, ISBN: 978-2-218-92288-6.]

9 “ H

782218 922886”

@ The second half of the twentieth century
is often explained peremptorily by oppo-
sition to the nineteenth and its affirmations
of nationalities, in terms of the emergence
of a new framework: the post-national.
Beginning with the events following the
explosion of the Soviet bloc, these authors
insist to the contrary on the diffusion
of nationalism as the outstan-ding trait
of the twentieth century. Firmly inscribed
in the constructivist current which
understands the nation as a recent cons-
truction largely connected to the develop-
ment of the state, they present in their
28 topical entries an analysis of the logic
and manifestations of nationalism in Europe.
The first point of interest relates

to the geographic scale chosen — Europe —
and the range of articles coming from

each of the European countries are a fine
response to the project’s stated ambitions.
The second is connected to the chronolo-
gical framework which, while looking

to the long term, aims to explain the very
contemporary. The entries (school, regions
and countryside, national history, war,
gender...) locate the work at the crossroads
of social and cultural history. The index

of names, locations and institutions make
the book very easy to handle, and it

has a limited bibliography listing the major
works on the question.

Its richness makes it a very useful tool,
even if the opening diagnosis in an post-
national era is not very solidly discussed,
for example in connection with globalization
which, in addition, is absent from its
index of notions.

P.G.

LACOSTE Yves

Géopolitique de la Méditerranée
[ Geopolitics of the Mediterranean]
[Armand Colin, coll. “Perspectives
géopolitiques,” October 2006, 480 p., 20 €,
ISBN: 978-2-200-26840-4.]

9 ‘ 82200268404

e That the Mediterranean has been one

of the hot spots in the world for over

a century now is no accident. Yves Lacoste,
an original thinker in the domain of
geopolitics in France for twenty-five years
untangles the relations between the twenty-
five nations with a certain intellectual
jubilation. He rejects the North-South
schema and the supposed war of civilizations
between Islam and Christianity and looks
at colonial domination as the source

of the conflicts in the region, even as in

the east the contrast is less clear and

the Israel-Palestine conflict tremendously
violent. The originality in Lacoste’s
approach is, by working various scales
—with which geography is quite apt —

to utilize other conflicts in other places to
dissect the involvement of the United States,
repercussions in Western Europe, with

a real risk of confrontation between
Muslim countries and Europe. To Lacoste,
the brain drain is a means of attenuating
the impact but the social exclusions which
led to the development of urban ghettos
are one way that Islamic geopolitics comes
to play itself out at the very centers

of European nations. All this indicates
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the extent to which the geopolitics

of the Mediterranean is also the geopolitics
of France and the West.

G.F

LE ROUX Nicolas
Un régicide au nom de Dieu.

L'assassinat d’Henri III

[A Regicide in God’s Name;

The Assassination of Henri III]
[Gallimard, coll. “Les journées qui ont fait
la France,” October 2006, 451 p., 24 €,
ISBN: 978-2-07-073529-7.]

|782 ”

0701735297
e The newly restarted and revamped
“Journées qui ont fait la France” [Days that
Made France France] collection has called
on Nicolas Le Roux (author of an 800-page
La Faveur du Roi, Champ Vallon, 2001 to
exhume the assassination of King Henry III.
Henri IIT was assassinated by the Jacobin
monk Jacques Clément in 1589, two
centuries before the French Revolution.
While Frangois Ravaillac’s stabbing to death
of Henri IV has remained present in

the French collective imagination, who
now remembers the knife blow of Clément,
an obscure monk? As an excellent
authority on the period, Le Roux doesn'’t
weigh himself down with a description

of the murder: there is little hemoglobin to
disturb the reader. Rather, he concentrates
on the climate which allowed such

an act to occur. France was then in the throes
of the Wars of Religion between Catholics
and Calvinists. Catholic extremists

of the Ligue produced numerous pamphlets,
satires and caricatures against the king,
presenting him as the Antichrist,
effeminate and surrounded by fawning
minions. The ideological ground was thus
laid for a monk to consider that his mission
from God was to assassinate the royal
person. In other words, before his actual
death, the king was already stripped

bare and transformed into fair game

for a bold hunter. Le Roux also studies

the modifications this event generated

on the level of royal power which then
imposed absolutist powers to protect the
sovereign from violence. The death

of this last of the Valois kings made way
for the Bourbons but did not lead to making
this king a martyr for any cause. He
disappeared very quickly from memory,
falling into complete oblivion; even

his widow failed to have homage paid

9 ‘
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him in Paris and Rome. The mystique of
royal blood on which the legitimacy

of the Bourbons was based took place with
a complete abandonment of Valois

blood. Yet Henry IIT's death nevertheless
opened the way for a new monarchial
ideology, which experienced a double
process of secularization, autonomy and
intensification of the sacralization

of the figure of the Prince who was now
charged with leading a moral reformation
of the country that was being torn apart

by its divisions. As Le Roux’s book analyzes
the history of this fascinating and essential
change, the reader may note how far

this is from the event-driven classic battle-
by-battle historical approach. It can

also be measured in terms of the appendices
which provide a hundred pages of notes,
bibliography, timeline and index. This is both
an erudite and enjoyable book.

F.D.

LINDEPERG Sylvie
Nuit et brouillard. Un film

dans Uhistoire

[ Night and Fog; A Film in History]
[Odile Jacob, January 2007, 288 p., 29 €,
ISBN: 978-2-7381-1868-4.]

9 |‘78 “1 18684H
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@ This work by Sylvie Lindeperg

is a microhistory of Alain Resnais’ Nuit

et brouillard [Night and Fog]. Lindeperg
studies its conception, filming and
reception —in France and elsewhere —
while maintaining her proximity to Olga
Wormser, the historian who, with

Henri Michel, was an historical consultant
for the film. With great erudition, the book
takes a position against a “positivist”
reading of the film whose sole preoccupa-
tion would be to reveal its mistakes
(improper identifications of documents,
non-differentiaion between deportation
and extermination, the peripheral focus
on the Holocaust in favor of emphasis

on political deportations) from the position
of hindsight. Rather, it offers a comprehen-
sive reading of the film’s triple context:
historical, cinematographic, historiogra-
phic. The historical approach reveals how
the perspective on events during the
making of the film quickly reconfigured

to replace intentions of bearing witness
and instructing with pacifying Franco-
German relations and fears of offending
the sensibilities of younger audiences.

It also shows how Alain Resnais and then
Jean Cayrol worked with the historians’
indications and how esthetic choices came
to take precedence over documentary

or didactic ones. The chapters on different
translations and adaptations, like the study
of the attitudes of different national
censors, provide the opportunity

of considering how memory develops.
This rigorous study is thus a major
contribution to the utilization of historical
archives for documentary purposes,

as well as an examination of the evolving
representation of Nazi camps over time.
P.G.

LOISEAUX Olivier (Ed.)

Trésors photographiques

de la Société de Géographie

[ Photographic Treasures

of the Geography Society]

[BNF/Glénat, coll. “La Société

de Géographie présente ...,” November 2006,
240 p., 39 €, ISBN: 978-2-7234-5719-4.
Preface by Jean-Noél Jeanneney

and Jean Bastié.]

L 8 H ‘

9‘ 27231457194

e This fine book owes its existence

to the photographic archives of the Société
de Géographie. Has the interest in Arts
Premiers which has been much in the media
spotlight since the opening of the

Quai Branly museum, and the attention
photography has been receiving

(for instance seen in the price of prints

at auction: a Mappelthorpe photograph

of Warhol sold for $643,000 last

year) prepared the way? And yet the use
explorers and scientists have been

making of photography has remained in
the shadows. Susan Sontag’s classic

on the subject (On Photography) doesn’t
touch this aspect, and essays such as

Hans Belting’s Bild-Anthropologie:
Entwiirfe fiir eine Bildwissenschaft [Towards
an Anthropology of Images] are more
friendly with their Aristotelian transpa-
rency. In his Trésors photographiques

de la Société de Géographie, Olivier
Loiseaux, of the Bibliothéque nationale

de France, thus provides the missing link
for more extensive consideration:

the technological invention led to tremen-
dous levels of interchange among
civilizations and geographical areas. Yes,
it was a matter of exchange, but also

of discovery of other worlds. As the geogra-



HUMAN SCIENCES 73

phers Jean-Louis Tissier and Jean-Frangois
Staszak write, “photography enables

the capturing, the reproduction and

the duplication of the world’s physiognomy,
works of nature, of society and people.”
Places are inventoried in Stillfried’s and
Anderson’s shots; they recorded the break
up of Japan in the throes of the Meiji
Revolution. The esthetics of the woodcut
(ukiyo-e) hybridized with the contact

of the industrial revolution. John Wesley
Powell’s expeditions into Hopi Colorado and
Arizona revealed the “populations of
fortified pueblo villages” to the general
public. To cite Marcel Mauss, “it is at

the same time the work of the geographer,
the geologist, the archeologist and the
anthropologist.” From extending the borders
of the known world, to pacifying recalci-
trant peoples, so much done with

the spread of photography and, in fine, its
counterpart, its bargain-basement exoticism,
and “elsewhere as it appears.” But what
about how it is? Loiseau warns, “In
addition to a photograph’s documentary
function, itis necessary to look into

its conditions and the context in which
shots were taken and how they

were used”: in other words, an episteme

of the photo.

G.F

LUSSAULT Michel
LHomme spatial.
La construction sociale

de l'espace humain

[ Spatial Beings; The Social
Construction of Human Space ]
[Ed. du Seuil, coll. “La couleur

des idées,” April 2007, 366 p., 24 €,
ISBN: 978-2-02-093795-5.]

9 ”7 ” 5“
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@ The French geographical school has
revitalized its fields of inquiry by opening
up to disciplines whose productions
overlap with its own, particularly anthro-
pology, sociology and economics. This
book’s point of departure is that globaliza-
tion has generalized rather than unified
space. Of course humans have always been
living on the earth, but in circumscribed
locations. Globalization did not make

the world into a village; rather its creation
of networks of dependence and their
consequences have broken up traditional
societal spaces. The author calls the space
created by “individual or collective

” 6

operators” “agencements.” These agence-
ments, founded on the materialization

of solutions to these conditions are them-
selves subject to change from the impacts
of globalization and its formidable
spatialization (including territorialization
of identities, deterritorialization of
production, nodes of aerial communica-
tion, spatial segregation, etc.). Modernity,
however, invented a new temporality,

moving at a faster speed due to time gained.

E.V.

MARGOLIN ]ean-Louis
LArmée de U'empereur.
Violences et crimes du Japon
en guerre 1937-1945

[The Emperor’s Army; Violence and Crime
in Japan at War 1937-1945]

[Armand Colin, coll. “Les enjeux de
U'histoire,” January 2007, 480 p., 25 €,
ISBN: 978-2-200-66697-4.

Preface by Yves Terron.]

9 “78 H266974H
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e Twenty-four million dead, and almost
twenty million civilians —in other
words, a third of the total number of victims
of World War II - such are Jean-Louis
Margolin’s careful estimations of the killing
perpetrated by the Japanese army between
1937 (the Rape of Nanking, in China,
100,000 civilian victims) and 1945.

This work (outstanding and valuable
since the subject is rarely treated
in the French language) on Japanese war
violence misses no source, whether
statistical, diplomatic or historiographic.
It also draws from kamikazes’ personal
journals and soldiers’ correspondence.
The debate currently rages among
Asian historians on the topic, particularly
Korean and Chinese historians, facing
Japanese who are divided into a minority
who seek to make the reality known,
and a negationist majority. How to explain
the huge scale of these atrocities? In
tandem was the rampant fascination with
the imperial regime in the 1930s. Over
the long term, a cult of the Emperor-God
had been structurally inscribed in Japanese
society since the previous century’s
Reform. This cult of the emperor soon
changed form, as the Japanese came to
perceive themselves as a country
different from and superior to others,
with the army cementing that difference.
In the 1930s the cult of the emperor

evolved into devotion to the armed nation,
and then — because of the war — of self
sacrifice in battles whose rightness derived
from the notion that other peoples were
inferior. In addition to this evolution whose
acceleration was due to political factors,
Margolin adds another factor connected
with the world war: their inferiority in arms
and logistics led the Japanese to fight
using knives and to commit atrocities which
were in some way proportional to defeats
underway or to come.

E. V.

MESURE Sylvie
and SAVIDAN Patrick (Eds.)
Le Dictionnaire

des sciences humaines

[ Dictionary of the Human Sciences]
[Presses universitaires de France,
September 2006, 1,328 p., 35 €,
ISBN: 978-2-13-05710-4.]

‘78 H 4“

9 ‘ 2130155710
e Between the humanities and the
sciences, what is brought together under
the name “human sciences”? Ruwen
Ogien provides an answer to this
question through a transversal rather than
a frontal approach, through opposition
to the cognitive sciences and “applies
itto a vast and disparate group of
disciplines: psychology, psychoanalysis,
psychiatry, anthropology, sociology,
economics, law, linguistics, demography,
archeology, history and geography,”
in short, all disciplines that have what is
properly human as their focus. One might
note that philosophy is not on this list
while the writing of a number of the book’s
entries were entrusted to philosophers
rather than to “specialists” in the disciplines
in question. This choice can be explained
not in terms of any supposed hegemony
of philosophers but in terms of the distance
necessary to treat the object, and a sort
of “arbitrating” function of the philosopher
among different disciplines.

So what is the use of a Dictionnaire
des sciences humaines? However
impressive this reference work may be,
with its 565 entries selected in terms
of the “principle tools mobilized by the human
sciences in their work today,” and
355 authors, some of whom can be found
both in the Index Rerum and the Index
Nominum, thus in the service of informing
us and in dialog among disciplines,
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it does not claim to be exhaustive. As under-
lined by the two editors — Sylvie Mesure,

a sociologist, director of research at the
CNRS, and editor of the review Comprendre
which served as a “laboratory” for

the publication under review, and Patrick
Savidan, who teaches at the Université
Paris IV-Sorbonne, and is the president

of the Observatoire des inégalités —

the objective was not to elaborate a “history”
of the human sciences, but to register

the important changes which have taken
place inits various disciplines in the last
twenty years. It is a useful tool.

S.C.-D.

MILNER Jean-Claude

Le Juif de savoir

[The Jew of Knowledge]

[Grasset, coll. “Figures,” October 2006,
223 p., 13.90 €, ISBN: 978-2-246-71151-3]

LE H711513’

2246

)
@ This is surprising book: puzzling,
disturbing, irritating; paradoxical

and relentlessly logical, scathing and with
no extra flesh on its bones. What is

it about? The Jews (supposing that such

a denomination existed)? Knowledge?
The German language? Europe? That

is the first question the naive reader has
the right to ask. Because that encounter,
or rather that knotting, which lasted from
the nineteenth to the twentieth century
within the space of the German language,
between absolute knowledge

— Wissenschaft — and intellectuals

with Jewish names, is not obvious. Some
clarity arrives with the names cited:
Hermann Cohen, Edmund Husserl, Ernst
Cassirer, Hannah Arendt, Erwin Panofsky,
Sigmund Freud and others. All were
involved with language, language in crisis,
language as crisis, knowledge as the
putting into question of the object of know-
ledge, to mourning and to Europe in

crisis. Another help to understanding it are
the counter examples: as wise as he was,
Maimonides was not a precursor of the Juif
du savoir. And as profoundly affected

by modern times as they were, Emmanuel
Lévinas and Benny Lévy had nothing

of the Juif du savoir. This is because
modern knowledge is absolute: double
disjunction of subject and object, this
absolute knowledge doesn’t teach anyone
anything because it is not addressed

to anyone. Knowledge without address,

JUST PUBLISHED — SPECIAL ISSUE — OCTOBER 2007

it leaves no address. It is often reserved.
It blends into the list of those who
have replaced the study of Holy Writ by
knowledge. It is shot through with a passion
for whatever. But that assimilation, as
itis said of peoples or communities, paid
a high price: its disappearance as Jewish
as subject of knowledge. The crisis
of whatever couldn’t meet the challenge
of whomever by the persecutors and
the exterminators: most of the German-
language Jewish intellectuals left
knowledge to enter into gas chambers.

As suggested above, one cannot be left
indifferent after reading this disturbing
book.

G.S.

PAUL André
La Bible et I'Occident.
De la bibliothéque d’Alexandrie

a la culture européenne

[The Bible and the West; From the Library
of Alexandria to European Culture]
[Bayard, coll. “Domaine biblique,”

March 2007, 412 p., 28 €,

ISBN: 978-2-227-35027-4.]

9 ” “ H
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@ No one would argue that the Bible

is a ‘constituent element’ of the West. Even
today, a domain as crucial as how much
reading is done in the European
Community shows, in the statistics on

the numbers of books read per inhabitant,
the fundamental division between
Protestant countries’ direct access to the
Book (countries with many readers)

and Catholic countries, where access to
the Book is mediated by ecclesiastical
commentary (countries with less reading).
Nations codified their vernacular
languages with the translation of the Book
(Lutherin Germany, for example). André
Paul looks further back in time and from

a larger perspective: from the constitution
of a holy canon with the translation

into Greek of the Septuagintin Alexandria
to the Christian articulation of the two
testaments. He analyzes the fundamental
quarrel between Augustine and Jerome
who translated the Vulgate into Latin
from the original languages, rather than
from Greek: a disagreement which

has marked Western culture as in the slow
diffusion of the Book into vernacular
languages.

EV.

PLON Michel

and REY-FLAUD Henri (Eds.)
La Vérité. Entre psychanalyse
et philosophie

[ Truth; Between Psychoanalysis

and Philosophy]

[Erés, April 2007, 192 p., 23 €,

ISBN: 978-2-7492-0704-9.]

9‘ 827491207049

@ Michel Plon and Henri Rey-Flaud

edited La Pulsion de mort, entre psychana-
lyse et philosophie with the same publisher
in 2004. Now they introduce contributions
to the third Rencontres de Castries.

The collection allows us to participate in
anintense debate and includes in each case
the text of papers delivered followed

by responses, thus giving us access to the
dynamic of exchanges born of the encounter.
More than a simple interdisciplinary
confrontation, the topic of these Rencontres
is truth, as defined and worked on by
philosophers and psychoanalysts. While
truth might be found in the mouths of
babes, psychoanalysis is not simply

the uncovering of a truth which had been
inaccessible to a subject. Because

truth cannot be spoken, as Lacan said,

the definition of truth in philosophy has
need of the truth forged through
psychoanalysis. Freud showed that in

the unconscious there exists no index

of reality in such a way that “there

is no way to tell the difference between
truth and fiction invested with feeling.”
Ever since, truth in psychoanalysis

has proven as complex to understand
asitisin philosophy. Lacan then claimed
that truth has the structure of fiction. We
now know that a symptom is the disguised
truth of an unstated fantasy and that

the most extreme deliriums are attempts

at healing and reconstruction which

very logically formulate the truth of the
delirious subject. These questions

which may appear to be overworked in fact
call for constant renewal. They take

new forms as social conditions impose

new exigencies on a subject. These

are a refreshing group of contributions,
forinstance the dialogue between

Jacques Ranciére and the psychoanalyst
Catherine Millot, author of La Vie parfaite
(The Perfect Life) (Gallimard, 2006).

The philosophers like the psychoanalysts
who participated in these encounters found
a way of explaining the Freudian and
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Lacanian conception of truth which is both
new and enlightening. This book will
therefore be satisfying to both psycho-
analysts and philosophers as well as other
readers.

Y.0.

PORGE Erik (Ed.)

Essaim, revue de psychanalyse,
n° 18: « La passe: état

des lieux et enjeux »

[ Swarm, Review of Psychoanalysis,

18: “La Passe”]

[Erés, April 2007, 181 p., 25 €,

ISBN: 978-2-7492-0729-2.]

9 “78 H H
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@ In the Dictionnaire de la psychanalyse,
Elisabeth Roudinesco and Michel Plon
defined the psychoanalytic “passe”

as follows: “A term employed by Jacques
Lacanin 1967 to designate a process

of passage consisting for an analysant
(the passant) of revealing to analysts
(passeurs) who then describe to a jury

of professionals the elements of his
analysis which the passant considers
likely to have lead to his or her desire to
become an analyst.” At a time when
psychoanalysts are more than ever asked
to explain their practices and account

for their training, the review Essaim has
devoted its latest issue to the “system

of the passe.” Lacan sought to use

this system to gather evidence on what
makes a psychoanalysant pass on

to the position of psychoanalyst. As his
proposition dates to October 1967, the year
2007 marks an anniversary, providing
the opportunity for appraisal of the associa-
tions which currently pursue the passe
procedure. The passant speaks to two
passeurs selected by lot and then the two
passeurs tell a “passe jury” what they
heard. And then it is the jury, which has
not directly heard the passant, which
responds, by saying whether anything

of the passant’s experience has made its
way through. This zigzagging system
(organized on the model of the witticism,
where it is a third person who hears

the witty remark) has the advantage of
being closer to the structure of the uncons-
cious than systems in which psychoana-
lysts have their training validated simply
by seasoned analysts. This issue of Essaim
takes stock of the differences between
procedures adopted by various Lacanian

associations in relation to one another
and in relation to the Lacan’s 1967
proposition. The contributors point out
consequences for the transmission

of psychoanalysis and describe what sort
of impact, including the political, this
procedure exercises.

Y.0.

REVEL Jacques
Un parcours critique.
Douze exercices

d’histoire sociale

[A Critical Course; Twelve Exercises
in Social History]

[Galade éditions, coll. “Sciences
humaines,” October 2006, 446 p., 26 €,
ISBN: 978-2-35176-024-6.]

9 “78 1 760246”

235
@ Jacques Revel is a major presence on
the French historical scene and an eminent
member of the Annales group. The book
under review brings together texts from
the 1970s to the present and is a good
indicator of the changes that have taken
place in how history is done. The ambition
of the author is to take note of the “gamut
of questions” approached by the generation
of historians who dominated historio-
graphic production in France starting in
the 1970s and who are in the process

of “handing off” to the next generation.
Revel explicitly divided the selection

of texts into two categories: those coming
out of historiography (understood as

the history of ways of doing history) and
more “empiric” work, centered on a problem,
an object, or studies of cases, most

of which concern Ancien Régime society.
Among the first group, the presence

of interventions which have become classics
of historiographic analysis must be noted,
such as the one on “Annales paradigms,”
first published in 1979 on the occasion

of the fiftieth anniversary of Marc Bloch’s
and Lucien Febvre’s prestigious review;

an article that was heavily debated

at the time. But one could just as well
emphasize the interest of other texts in this
register (particularly those concerning
“microanalyse” and “microstoria”) which
trace what have to be called an itinerary

of historiographic interventions that never
balk at finely combining an historicizing
approach to the discipline with epistemolo-
gically oriented thought. Unfortunately,
the superb introduction Revel provided for

Giovanni Levi's Le Pouvoir au village
[Leredita immateriale], “L’histoire au ras
du sol,” [History at Gound Level] is not
included. It was almost a program for work
in the field and has become a classic that
is very much read and commented upon.
The following proposition might “sum up”
the historiographic section: the rehabilita-
tion of the question of the actors in history
and more largely in the social sciences.
In the second series of texts, it is perhaps
the figure of Norbert Elias that remains
most with one, so patent is his presence as
a resource of intelligibility as well as
a source of new questions. In relation
to the themes of the identification of social
groups, cultural identities, the critiques
of the category “populaire” and “practices
understood as production of the social
world,” the reader will find that Revel traces
a profound reconfiguration of how we
understand the Ancien Régime society.
Finally, this collection is a sort of map
of the historiographic recompositions which
have been taking place since the 1980s
in France (and more generally in Western
historiography), marked by the end
of the epistemological and methodological
certainties of the “robust artisans” that
historians had always wanted to be. It is,
in effect, a very useful guide of the “reflexive
moment” history has been experiencing
since then.
CD.

ROUSSO Henry

Le Régime de Vichy

[The Vichy Regime]

[Presses universitaires de France,

coll. “Que sais-je?,” February 2007, 128 p.,
8 €,ISBN: 978-2-13-054077-9.]
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@ Thisis a work of double synthesis: a)
the events of the dark years between 1940
and the Liberation (the chronology goes
up to the post-war governmental purges)
and b) contemporary historiographic
interpretations. It is true that the two are
inseparable. The title says it all: the object
is the regime which was understood,

in Nazi Europe, to hold a position in

a collaborating country beside the Hitlerian
regime while assuring a degree of
sovereignty in order to lead a "national
revolution” under enemy occupation
excluding Jews, Communists, foreigners

or recently naturalized citizens,

and freemasons. In the history of France,
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Vichy was the bloodiest regime in French
history. The excluded population
categories were often pursued by the French
police in anticipation orin response

to the occupiers’ demands. This geopoli-
tical dimension: that its sovereignty
depended only on the good will of the
occupier which for a time found that it met
its requirements, is a recent factor

of historiography which steps beyond

its French vision to make comparisons with
other governments that collaborated.

What we get is an image of Vichy that is
even more damning, since Russo’s
descriptions are so informed. This regime
was responsible for a civil war with

the aim of radically transforming society
(“enemies” hunted down, war waged
against the Resistance, battles with its
troupes against the Free France army). It was
also a charismatic dictatorship (Pétain’s
centrality) taking cues from Caesarism (not
a single party, but supported by traditional
forces and state mobilization) as well as
from fascism (a closed conception of

the national community and state violence
against the excluded). Vichy thus was not
the shield of the same France of which Free
France was the sword. In relation to Nazi
Germany, Pétain was on the same level as
Franco in Spain, Salazar in Portugal, Horthy
in Hungary and Antonescu in Rumania.

E.V

SAUVERZAC Jean-Francois (de)
Freud écrivant

la psychanalyse
[ Freud Writing Psychoanalysis]

[Aubier, coll. “Psychanalyse,” January 2007,
356 p., 22 €, ISBN: 978-2-7007-2429-5.]
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@ Jean-Francois de Sauverzac, a psychoa-
nalyst and teacher of philosophy, published
Le Désir sans foi ni loi [Desire Fears
Neither God nor Man] (Aubier, 2000) and
Frangoise Dolto: itinéraire d’une psychana-
lyste [Francoise Dolto, Itinerary

of a Psychoanalyst] (Aubier, 1993). Here

he attacks the difficult question of how

to give an account of psychoanalytic
experience. If Freud himself said he wrote
his case histories “like novels,” Lacan

gave up cure narratives, considering that
they did not account for the main matter.

If a psychoanalyst wants to give an account
of a successful cure, he has to say which
particular points his interventions were

JUST PUBLISHED — SPECIAL ISSUE — OCTOBER 2007

concerned with; he must a minima reveal
the analysant’s determining signifiers:
which signifiers organized his personal
history, his parents, and which words were
jammed and formed symptoms, or

which signifiers were not integrated into
the symbolic and thus come “from

the outside” in hallucinatory or delirious
forms. The patronym of each analysant
usually must be taken into account

in his personal history, the history of his
symptoms and their outcome in the analysis.
Yet the psychoanalyst cannot cite these
signifiers and much less the person’s
patronym, because they may be identi-

fied with the analysant. Thus what he is
going to tell about the cure has to be
amputated from the main matter. In Freud
écrivant la psychanalyse, de Sauverzac
takes the problem back to its foundations,
precisely by studying Freud’s method

and by showing that the founder of psychoa-
nalysis was very conscious of the limita-
tions of the linear writing cases and theory.
The schemas representing the different
modalities of his topic (ego, superego, id)
are also necessarily misleading because
even today they lead one to believe

that the formations of the unconscious
follow the laws of a Euclidean and intuitive
geometry. Unfortunately they also blunt
the edge of Freud’s invention, amalgamating
psychoanalysis to psychology and psycho-
therapies (cf., Pierre Jamet’s Le Noeud

de ['inconscient also reviewed in this issue).
De Suaverzac also devotes a chapter to

the problem of translation from the German,
a problem that is related to the spatial
representation of the unconscious. This is
a useful book which participates in
rendering the specificity of psychoanalysis
more readable.

Y.0.

TANK-STORPER Sébastien

Juifs d’élection.

Se convertir au judaisme

[Jews By Choice; Converting to Judaism ]
[CNRS Editions, April 2007, 250 p., 23 €,
ISBN: 978-2-271-06513-1.]
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e With its strong tendencies toward
assimilation and close to 50%

mixed marriages, is Judaism in the process
of disappearing? Such a conclusion

might not be taking into account the 15,000
t0 20,000 conversions (giyurim) a year
since the end of World War II, and even

more in the past thirty years for a population
of some 200,000 to 300,000 people out

of twelve million Jews. Most of these take
place in relation to a marriage: there

is no public ceremony for the confirmation
of conversions, marriage is the only
affirmation of these chosen identifications,
identifications that are problematic

and contested. Most often they are young
women from intellectual and Christian
milieus.

Sébastien Tank-Storper has a doctorate
in sociology — this book is a version
of his dissertation, defended at the EHESS
under Daniéle Hervieu-Léger —and is
himself of Jewish origin on his non-practicing
mother’s side. The book is supported by
direct research with thirty converts
in addition to about a hundred accounts
from sociological literature. The inquiry
spanned four years and took place
in four countries: the United States, Israel,
Argentina and France. Tank-Storper’s
research reveals three components
in the aspiration to convert to Judaism:
the sense of a lack, the accidental
discovery of Judaism, the certainty that
the conversion would fill that lack.

In addition to individuals, his inquiries
alsoinclude institutions — orthodox, conser-
vative and reform —and their reactions
to this demand which shakes up a traditional
pillar of Judaism; natural direct descent,
the guarantor of Israel’s sanctity. Giyuris
codified in Jewish texts, and if the Shulchan
Aruch, Joseph Caro’s (1488-1575) code
of Jewish law, clearly states that accepting
a sincere applicant is an obligation, those
that come about within the framework
of marriage present problems in regard to
the purity of their intentions (le’shem
shamayim). Tank-Storper is also interested
in the future of converts: do they remain
faithful to the Torah and the community
they embraced?

S.C.-D.

TRAVERSO Enzo

A feu et a sang. De la guerre
civile européenne, 1914-1945
[Under Fire and Blood; European Civil
War 1914-1945]

[Stock, January 2007, 370 p., 20.99 €,
ISBN: 978-2-234-05918-4.]

9 “782234“059184“

@ This book is a new contribution
(after those of Eric Hobshawm and Marcel
Mazoyer) by an historian that can help
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in thinking about and understanding

the “tragic” twentieth century. Traverso
has chosen to use the concept of “European
Civil War,” popularized in its usage by
Ernst Nolte, to take note of the essential
features of the “age of extremes” of

the between-the-world-wars period, marked
by wars, revolutions, fascisms, totalitaria-
nisms, mass killings and genocides.

Most of all his aim is to criticize readings
of the period that are done in terms

of the “categories of our liberal democracy,”
that is as the unique anti-totalitarian
problematic. Francois Furet and Ernst Nolte
are surely being questioned and chal-
lenged. For Traverso, the period has to be
“rehistoricized” in order to remove it

from the anachronistic grip of that reductive
vision, and to separate it clearly from

the paradigm of the victim which dominates
analyses of the period. Making use of

a large body of analytical literature (mainly
historical), Traverso restores their position
to the violent actors of the period and
seeks to recontextualize their positions
and their behavior. However, his approach
does not get him out of what is called

“the historiography of violence” which
purely and simply assimilates all violence
(revolutionary as much as fascist or

Nazi) in the way Nolte particularly does.
Traverso’s argument becomes particularly
heated against the reduction of between-
the-wars antifascism to a “democratic
disguise” and a manipulation of Soviet
totalitarianism (Furet is again criticized
here). He proposes analyzing that
antifascism as the “site of radicalization
and politicization of intellectuals” in order
to understand it “in its complexity

and contradictions.” Notably, he argues
that there is no way the antifascist
mobilizations of the 1930s could have
happened under the leadership of the old
liberal elites; an alliance with the Commu-
nists was necessary. Enzo Traverso

is probably one of the most convincing
representatives of the “historiographic
counteroffensive” which works to
understand the twentieth century other-
wise than through “totalitarian
reductionism,” which its promoters
describe as being as impertinent as the
reductionisms of Stalinism. The book

is thus a choice piece of evidence in

the historiographic debate inaugurated

by Notle’s The European Civil War

and Eric Hobshawm’s The Age of Extremes.
C.D.

TRIGANO Shmuel (Ed.)
Le Monde sépharade
Volume I: Histoire

Volume II: Givilisation

[The Sephardic World

Volume I: History

Volume II: Civilization]

[Ed. du Seuil, October 2006, vol. I: 1,004 p.,
ill. black and white, 29 €; vol. II: 812 p.,

29 €, ISBN: 978-2-02-086992-8;
978-2-02-086993-5.]
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e Ordinarily one thinks of the songs,
cuisine, and perhaps the art of Sephardic
Judaism, but the ethnic split with
Ashkenazi Judaism, with its more abundant
literature, remains and is even sustained
by some Jewish jokes. These two volumes,
each more than 800 pages long, one an
abundant history, the other on the
civilization of the Sephardic world, have
come to finally wipe away these persistent
prejudices, by presenting Sephardic
contributions in the domains of writing,
science and, to put itinto one word,
the spirit. Thisis a “summa,” of studies by
eminent specialists, edited by Shmuel
Trigano, a professor of sociology at
the Université Paris-X and president of
the Observatoire du monde juif. He is also
the European “Elia Benamozegh” chair
of Sephardic Studies (Livourne) and does
not hesitate to put bring his perspective
not only in the general introductions
to each volume, but also by writing
on “The Sephardic Invention of Jewish
Modernity,” “Sephardic Asia,” and
“The Colonial Era.” Sephardic memory
isin fact an important matter for him, and
in 2000 he devoted an issue of Pardes
(of which he is also the editor) to it.
Sepharad means “Spain” in Hebrew,
the site which expulsed the Jews at
the end of the Golden Age (in the 1930s
Julius Gutmann traced the multiple history
of Jewish thinking from biblical times
on) and condemned them to the “Diaspora.”
The contributors—we’ll mention
Menahem Ben Sasson, Michéle Escamilla,
Elie Attias, Richard Ayoun, and Gérard
Nahon—lead us on a sumptuous journey
through space and time, from Islam
on Christian soil, the Caribbean to Yemen
and including Iran, Egypt and of course
the Balkans and the Ottoman Empire.

Another more recent exodus is also related,
that of Jewish communities from Arab
countries, the hostility directed toward them
manifesting itself in the nineteenth
century and reaching its culminating point
in 1948 with the creation of the state

of Israel. One chapter, written by Sami
Smooha, traces the humiliating discrimina-
tions Sephardic Jews underwentin

the formative years of Israeli society, when
they were then confronted by Ashkenazi
ascendancy on demographic and ideological
levels. This problem seems far from
settled, and explains the resentment of

the Sephardic Jews toward the politics

of the left, which at the time represented
the establishment, and their political
sympathies for the right.

5.CD.

WAUTHIER Claude
Sectes et prophétes

d’Afrique noire

[Sects and Prophets of Black Africa]
[Ed. du Seuil, January 2007, 201 p., 22 €,
ISBN: 978-2-02-062181-6.]
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e (laude Wauthier was a long-time
correspondent for AFP in South Africa. He
is a former president of the APELA
(Association pour l'Etude des Littératures
Africaines) and a recognized Africa
specialist. He is the author of L’Afrique
des Africains (1964) [The Literature

and Thought of Modern Africa, 1967], one
of the first inventories of Négritude

Les 50 Afriques (1979) and he co-wrote
with Hervé Bourges, Quatre Présidents-
de Gaulle, Pompidou, Giscard, Mitterrand
(1995). In addition to these works on
politics and African cultural life, Wauthier
is interested in the religious life of the
Black Continent. In 1976 he also contributed
“Eglises bantoues d’Afrique australe”
[Bantu Churches in Austral Africa] in
volume 3 of the Pléiade history of religion.
His latest book, Sectes et prophétes
d’Afrique noireis thus a continuation

of that work begun in 1976.

It begins with the story of Dona
Béatrice, who was burned alive for heresy
in 1706 in Portugal-dominated Angola,
at the instigation of Capuchin friars, and
it ends with a sharp study of the Eglise
du Christianisme Céleste which is flouri-
shing in the Central African Republic.
Between these two texts the author leads
us into the core of “Zionist” churches
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in South Africa, the Seraphim of Nigeria,
etc. He gives a fine analysis of the

Harris phenomenon, the famous Black
Christ of the lagoons and his preaching
between Sierra Leone and the CGte-
d’'Ivoire which fascinated several anthropo-
logists in the 1950s. A fundamental
question runs through Sectes et prophétes
d’Afrique noire, the relationship between
religion and politics in contexts of anomie,
a question which has been at the center

of excellent sociological and anthropolo-
gical works for some time. In 1956,
Georges Balandier showed (in Sociologie
d’Afrique noire) [Sociology of Black

Africa] how in the context of the colonial
situation, Black prophets (Simon Kimbangu,
André Matsoua) made use of religious
images to voice political claims; recently
Jean-Pierre Dozon, while tracing the striking
parallel between the ethnologist and

the prophet, highlighted the capacity

of these “exotic prophets” to respond to
the continent’s successive (political,
economicg, social, religious, etc.) crises.
But as opposed to the works of Balandier
and Dozon (1995), which have manifest
epistemological status, Wauthier’s book is
purposefully descriptive and modest.

Itis concerned with a vast panorama

of “Afro-Christian” churches and syncretic
beliefs which the author presents as

what he calls the hidden face of African
reality.

B. M.-M.

JUST PUBLISHED — SPECIAL ISSUE — OCTOBER 2007

Selected by Serge LAGET

AUGENDRE Jacques
and FOTTORINO Eric

La France vue du Tour

[ France from the Heights

of the Tour]

[Solar, October 2006, 176 p., ill., 27.50 €,
ISBN: 978-2-263-04199-0.]
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e A mirror as much as a monument,

a witness as much as a participant,

the cyclists’ Tour de France which has been
around since 1903, has given the writer
and editor at Solar, Renaud de Laborderie,
the idea for this large format book: “The
discovery of a France that has at the same
time changed and remained consistent
with itself in relation to the greatest and
most popular competitive sporting event
in the world.” Yes, the Tour de France

is the only event that would allow for such
a wild idea, for the simple reason that

as the largest stadium in the world, and
where admission is free, it is also

the only one where the competitors have
real contact with the spectators. France
continues to cheer on its doorstep these
successive generations of road-eating
giants; itis all here, masterfully recounted
by Jacques Augendre, a sports reporter

at 55 Tours and Eric Fottorino, his
accomplice peddleman at Le Monde, and
above all, it is magically put into view

by talented photographers, among whom
Philippe Colette, Didier Levieil, and
Michéle Riesenmey had the patience to
track down plates and prints from within
the treasure houses of their agencies
France-Presse, Presse-Sports, and Roger-
Viollet. There are too many pretty

books out there, books of images whose
photographers are entirely ignored,

like their iconographers. It is all the more
a shame when the team is so excellent, and
their complementarity with the authors
complete. So here, in battle order, with

a superb layout where old and new images
communicate a lively energy, the reader/
viewer covers the ground of Dad’s and
Grandad’s France and Tours with immense
pleasure: the northern stone surfaces,
firstin black and white and then in color,
but always just as difficult and hell for
those in clogs; the sinister broom-wagon
for yesterday’s exhausted cyclists versus

today’s almost cheery car ... Yes, everything
has changed while it is all still there:

the official following cars, the spectators
clothing has changed, but the monuments,
mountain passes, the cycles, the passion
and the effort remain. Movements, spheres
of influence, steadfastness, all the Tour’s
charms and allits fragrances are there:

the heat waves, the strikes, Marseilles as
eternal as Pau, Josselin, and Carcassonne,
as the stilt-wearing shepherds in the Landes,
the Cubzac Bridge, or Joséphine Baker,
Yvette Horner, Léon Zitrone and Robert
Chapatte. They are all there, for all time,
between the spires of the Quimper
Cathedral, or on the Tancarville Bridge.
One knows not where to turn, or how: take
the front wheel drive Jeep, Jacques Goddet’s
interior drive, or Jean-Marie Leblanc’s
Skoda? Perhaps the Tour is no longer an
adventure, but it is still one heck of

a celebration, a celebration of France,

a daily 14 Juillet, with fireworks for a month.
When you multiply that by 93 it makes

for years of enjoyment. Of the 200 images
selected from more than 5,000 taken

by known and unknown photographers,
we are particularly moved by the first

one, of the modest Réveil Matin inn

in Montgeron: where everything began
almost in the desert and where everything
continues, despite fires and the sharp
scratches of progress...

S.L.

BORTHWICK Ian
France / All Blacks,

100 ans de rencontres
[France/New Zealand;

100 Years of Rugby]

[Au vent des Iles, October 2006, 256 p.,
ill., 37 €, ISBN: 978-2-915654-07-3.]
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@ This fine book by Ian Borthwick, who

is originally from New Zealand and is

a special rugby correspondent for L’Equipe,
arrives like March in Lent, just before

the 2007 World Cup when these two major
rugby nations will face off in the finals,

as they did in 1987. Which is to say it can be
used as an instruction manual for this
dreamed-of apotheosis, but for the moment
one can also enjoy it since it simply and
perfectly relates the amazing relationship
France’s Blues has with its oldest
adversary, the New Zealand All Blacks.

It all began on New Years’ Day 1906,
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and one hundred years later, before

the publication of this big book, there
wasn’t even the slimmest volume
recounting this unique saga, which is all
the more important for the French as

this match was not only their first inter-
national one, it also provided them with
the possibility of taking on the British,

an opportunity denied them until then as
the French were not judged to be a strong
enough team. So on 1 January 1906,

the All Blacks arrived after a tournament
in Great Britain where they won

31 of 32 matches, they made two tries,
even if we got ten off of them (8-38).

And as for tries, no British team was capable
of getting two from Gallaher’s men,

as Amand and his did. The All Blacks
opened the horizon for us, and in the wake
of this, we finally had the right to give

the English themselves a hiding, before
entering the 1910 Tournament. They

gave us the key without knowing they did
so, for the All Blacks are as black as

they are implacable and invincible, and
have made us pay a heavy price: in

the 41 confrontations recounted here, they
beat us 30 times. And that doesn’t include
the last two, which took place after

the book came out, last fall, when they gave
us a thrashing in Lyons worthy of prehistory,
before we limited the damage in Paris.
Now the score is 32 victories to 10 miracles
and one draw. They are powerful players,
athletic, nimble, lively, skilled at main-
taining support continually, fast, and good
passers and thus they beat us regularly,
but we have been making definite progress.
While we beat them solidly in Paris in 1954
(3-0, thanks, Jean Prat), we had to wait
until 1979, on July 14, finally to beat them
at home, in Auckland, (24-19). It is these
exploits and failures that Borthwick

amply provides us, relying on major eye
witnesses. We also get to encounter

the great emblematic figures who most
affected tournament competition

(Népia, Albaladéjo, Colin Meads, Gachassin,
Villepreux, Lochore, Laidlaw, Cholley,
Kirkpatrick, Haden, Skréla, Rives, Dalton,
Dintrans etc.) before the World Cup
competitions which began in 1987, and

we agree with the author and his witnesses
Boniface, Spanghero, Mourie, and Jones,
that the relationship between the two
nations is truly “privileged.” From revolt to
disappointment, progress to disillusion-
ment, Borthwick takes us on the long march
of the Blues who were the losing finalists
in the first World Cup in 1987, but ended up

beating the All Blacks on their own turf
twice in 1994. Stella and Saint-André

were on this now legendary team, about
which Lomu said, “never seen anything like
it.” Yes, beating them is an heroic exploit,
because beating a myth is just about
impossible, adds Blanco. But Ibanez’s men
did soin 1999, in the semi-final of the
World Cup in Twickenham: 43-31. Playing
against the All Blacks is always a rendez-
vous with history, a shiver of anticipation
precedes their haka dance. They are

a comprehensive team with brilliant players
in every position, an impeccable group,
with magnificent place-kickers, trainers,
and captains, such as Wilson Whineray,
who knows how to console you after you've
lost your very pants (32-3) as in the
Christchurch match of 1961: “great teams
never die.” That is fine for Wilson to say.
but when it feels like one is playing

15 athletes against 25, what do you do?

A sensible journalist such as Ian Borthwick
is needed to entertain us with such a rich
book, where the iconography, sheets on the
matches and index are equal to the task.

S.L

DESCAMPS Pier[e-Marie
and LABRUNIE Etienne (dir.)
La Grande Histoire

du basket francais

[The Big History of French Basketball ]
[LEquipe, May 2007, 224 p., ill. black
and white, and color, 35 €,

ISBN: 978-2-915535-56-3.]
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@ For a long time basketball was a youth
club sportin France, a poor relative set up
on the edges of other athletic spaces.
Today the “five humble players” of French
basketball, which took root in 1893 in Paris
thanks to the Union Chrétienne de Jeune
Gens, of the American persuasion, has
become after 114 years of highs and lows,

a major discipline. It is even the second most
played sportin France, with 455,000 players.
It is this authentic saga, already told in
great detail and three volumes by the histo-
rian Gérard Bosc, that the L’Equipe team
decided to tellin a very modern and
dynamic manner. To do so it sent its best
specialists out onto the court, including
Jean-Luc Thomas, Frangois Brassamin,
Arnaud Lecomte and Liliane Trévisan, and
colored the picture with a treasure trove

of images from the Musée du Basket

created by the one and only Gérard Bosc,
as well as from the strong boxes of

the Presse-Sports photographic agency.
The result is sumptuous, dense and lumi-
nous at the same time, opening with

Tony Parker and ending with streetball
and free style, after paying homage to

the greatest players along the way, from
Baltzer to Souvré, and the greatest club
teams, from Aix to Villeurbanne and
including Bagnolet, Clermont, Limoges,
Métro, Pau and the PUC. Men’s and
women’s national teams are not forgotten
either in this great gift book which is really
a basketball celebration. You get the

long march to various Olympic or European
medals, which of course leads to the ten
French players in the NBA, not without
swerving over the mythic b-ball courts of
France, the Arénes de Lutéce, Roland-
Garros (yes, really), the Moutéte in Orthez,
Beaublancin Limoges and Bercy’s POPB.
These are courts where Richard Dacoury,
a member of the 1993 European club
champion team, Limoges, made

sparks fly, before writing his finely tailored
introduction. Considerable statistics
complete the picture of this fireworks

of facts and fancy footwork, which will be
satisfying for the big and the small,
old-timers and the up and coming alike.

S.L
—
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BRAUNSCHWEIG Stéphane
Petites portes,

grands paysages

[ Little Doors Big Vistas]

[Actes Sud, coll. “Le temps du théatre,”
March 2007, 320 p., 25 €,

ISBN: 978-2-7427-6655-0.

Preface by Georges Banu, interviews
with Anne-Francoise Benhamou.]
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e Twenty years ago Stéphane Braunschweig
enrolled at the Ecole de Chaillot, the
theatre academy founded and directed by
Antoine Vitez. The following year he
mounted his first show, (Woyzeck), and
soon after met Anne-Frangoise Benhamou
who became a close collaborator.
Braunschweig has headed the Théatre
national de Strasbourg (TNS) since July
2000. This book is comprised of texts
written for performances, interviews with
Benhamou, and other texts written

over twenty years, a way of taking stock.
The “grands paysages” of the title

refer to the major works in the repertoire:
notably Ibsen, Kleist, Shakespeare,
Moliére, Chekhov (he sees a turning point
in his career when he directed the

Cherry Orchardin 1992). Contemporary
authors are the exception for this director
and scenographer who is wary of fashions
and formalism. More clear-sighted

than classic, in the opening text written
for the occasion, Braunschweig criticizes
the many plays that can be seen today
which deliver a “shattered, deconstructed
universe” where everything is given

the same value, and where point of view
is up for grabs. For him this “esthetic”

is a “symptom of the neoliberal society,
which it often thinks it is denouncing.
This son of Antoine Vitez and nephew

of Bernard Sobel (who has often welcomed
his plays at Gennevilliers), this heir

of Jean-Pierre Vincent’s TNS pursues

the high tradition of artistic theater which
is enrolled for the long haul, where
performances respond to each other and
comprise an itinerary, the itinerary of

an artisan of theater. One tutelary figure
who appears again and again in these
pages is the director Klaus Mikael Gruber;
to Braunschweig the greatest of them

all. He did not see his Bérénice at the
Comédie Francaise and yet he was marked
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by this performance. For a long while
Braunschweig explored forms to the point
of exhaustion, now he tracks down

brief dazzling moments that touch the truth
of theater by producing signs in parallel
with reality.

J-RT.

CORMANN Enzo

L'Autre : trois explications

[The Other: Three Explanations]

[Ed. de Minuit, novembre 2006, 78 p., 10 €,
ISBN: 978-2-7073-1972-2.]
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@ In his new play, Enzo Cormann puts

two women on stage, Lila and Mado. They
are forty years old and have in common
that they shared one man, both of whom
having been his “better half,” as the man
put it, more or less aptly since he spent half
of each week with one and then the other.
This merry-go-round lasted fifteen years
—one child with one, two with the other —
until the two women, through different
paths, learn not of a rival but of the other
parallel status and decide to meet when
“the man with two addresses” dies. Such is
the first of the play’s three (as one would
expect) movements. The second part,

“The Devil with Olive Skin,” takes place
seven years later, in an exotic setting
where Mado and Lila, who have become
lovers and companions are in a hotel room
and are about to be expelled from the
country; a young guide with whom they
had spent some time was found killed

and they are suspects. Seven more years go
by and we find them again, one is a writer,
the other interviews her. They are no
longer lovers but share a fictional identity
as the novelist who wrote The Man with Two
Addresses and The Devil with Olive Skin.
They are preparing to write The Other,

a new book which once again will concern
disappearance. The intrigue is clever,

full of allusions and elisions tied to two
secrets (which you can guess), and the play
is all the more cunning in that nothing
happens on stage. Everything happens in
the shared narration, the exchange

of words — “three explanations” is the play’s
subtitle —an exchange that, from

the phrases chosen within the chiseled
sequences, reaches the point of being

an exchange of identities. In short, the word
is king and possessive pronouns abound,
as love is scanned through by these

two women.

J-P.T.

DEUTSCH Michel

La Décennie rouge

[The Red Decade]

[Christian Bourgois, coll. “Littérature
francaise,” April 2007, 140 p., 10 €,
ISBN: 978-2-267-01917-9.]
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@ Michel Deutsch is the author of some
twenty works. After his last few more

or less rough plays, he seems to be looking
for a second wind. And he has found

one here. La Décennie rougeis powerful
and biting. It recalls the events, calls

up ghosts and handily provides a solid retort
to those who consider ideas from the
sixties to be dried up and flea-bitten and
who reduce its most radical movements

to their terrorist elements, which were
certainly bloody and abhorrent, but forget
about their primary nature which was

and remains political. This free-speaking
documentary play (Rosa Luxembourg
appears as a guest star) with its backdrop
of German poetry (Lenz, Biichner, Holderlin
are on guard) deals with the birth, short
life and violent death of the RAF (Rote Arme
Fraktion), otherwise known as the Baader-
Meinhof group. With his Strasbourg
origins and view on German history and

as a pillar of the Parisian brasserie

du Progrés, Deutsch is well placed for
telling this story. The pivotal figure

is Ulrike Meinhof, the journalist of the far
left who covered radical groups and
decided to give up her pen and her children
(whom she left at a Palestinain refugee
and training camp) to join Baader and
Gudrun Ensslin in their armed struggle.
Such a transformation — or transgression —
is at the heart of the era’s Western
European movements in the aftermath

of the Vietnam War and May 1968.
Itinvolved the kind of intellectual debate
which frequently made its way into

the sordidness of daily life. The play’s
great paradox is that the characters
incessantly talk about but never take action,
with a female narrator delivering

a chronicle of events. Rosa Luxembourg
provides the response to Ulrike; she
explains to her that a clandestine military
organization is the very proof that

the group lacks the people’s, the working
class’s, confidence. “These people paraded
behind Hitler and produced Auschwitz”
answers Ulrike, and “you don't talk to people
who produced Auschwitz.” And so it goes.
Heinrich Boll and Sartre also come on
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stage (Sartre’s famous visit with Baader in
prison) before some die (hunger strikes),
commit suicide or “are suicided” (Deutsch’s
play allows for all versions). Others take

up the cause before their turnin jail

and the chronicle of this truly red decade
ends with the words of one these survivors
upon release from prison in 2006.

J-P.T.

LEMOINE ]ean-René

Face a la mére

[Facing the Mother]

[Les Solitaires intempestifs, October 2006,
64 p., 10 €, ISBN: 978-2-84681-176-7.
Afterword by Yan Giret.]
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® A manisalone on stage. He presents
himself to us “in the nudity of a wanderer,
without courage, without vehemence

and without resentment.” He is an actor
and one day as he is rehearsing

a Shakespearian tragedy, tragedy entered
his life: he learns about the death of his
mother, and everything about his own life
comes back to him. His childhood, the
mainly absent father, the distant country
(Haiti, the native land of the author

—not named in the play), the wounded

and dangerous country to which

he imagined he would never return, and
where his mother, a teacher, has been
killed. It is a country of blood, light and
tears. He is an only son, who left this
country as a child in the arms of his mother
and who returns to bury her, although

they were separated by life. The play

is also a journey to the country forgotten
by the gods and yet where the cherry

trees blossom twice a year. It is a journey
into a divided family where the grandfather
describes a country “ground down

by the madness of one man” His daughter
—the mother of the man who speaks to us —
in her twenty-year exile responded

by describing children’s academic scores.
When the grandfather dies the daughter
takes the plane back to that country

to bury him and watch over her emotionally
disturbed brother, leaving her children

to live their lives abroad. Ten years later
itis her turn to die and her son’s turn to come
back. Without pathos, the son speaks to

his mother and his narrative soothes him,
calms him, helps him to mourn. It is a good
bye song that has a splendor in its bitter-
sweetness, a lament that is also a lullaby,
a monologue written by an author who

is also an actor and has created a play

this season in several theaters in France.
The man, the actor as well, becomes the child
he was, the mother finishes her journey

in his mouth. Having “used up the load

of words” the mother can go off now

as the son is armed to do Shakespearean
tragedy justice.

J-P.T.

NDIAYE Marie

and CENDREY Jean-Yves
Puzzle (trois piéces)
[Puzzle (Three Pieces)]

[Gallimard, coll. “Blanche,” February 2007,
176 p., 16 €, ISBN: 978-2-07-078183-6.]
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e Marie NDiaye writes novels and plays
(one of which has been added to the
repertoire of the Comédie Frangaise),
Jean-Yves Cendrey writes novels,

and the two have been “husband and wife
for twenty years” explains the back cover
of this book which begins with a play by
NDiaye and ends with one by Cendrey, with
one they wrote together in the middle.

All three are presented with the title Puzzle,
a puzzle (and not a trilogy) comprised

of these three close-fitting pieces with

a connecting continuum of family and the
provinces. In Providence, we encounter
people of the provincial petite bourgeoisie
in relation to the protagonist Providence,
in search of her lost child. There are several
ways in which one can lose a child,
forgetting the child in a park, miscarriage,
kidnapping. There are several ways to

be awaiting one, by desire, accident, love,
rape —which the play eventually comes to.
The play is a tight knot of words lying

in wait and serves as an inquiry into
emptiness and mystery: the missing child,
Providence’s house destroyed. Is she out
of her mind? Lost? Confused? Providence?
A strange “questioner” who happens

to be “mute” puts questions to a school
teacher, in addition to other local figures:
a hotelkeeper couple, the priest, an
insurance agent, lawyer, notary, pharma-
cist, and waitress who plays an important
role for Providence. Is she the repre-
sentative of bad conscience, the incarna-
tion of regret? Every seeming certainty
slips through one’s fingers like quicksilver;
abjection with its false sanctimonious
airs, the sense of calm cowardice which
seems on the verge of taking over

the whole countryside; Providence is like

a hunted animal, a burden, an unfulfilled
dream, “don’t make me into a ridiculous
woman” she begs at the end. After this fine
play comes the co-written Toute vérité,
which gives us a son and his father where
the latter calls his offspring “boss.”

The father is a military man, “Chief Warrant
Officer Cendrey.” It is a biting dialog
where memories are taken up like slaps

to the face. The third play, Le Survivant,
takes off in numerous directions involving
many strong characters and their

relation to Jean-Yves, a speaking cadaver
whose mother calls him “son of a whore”
upon giving birth to him.

J-P.T.

NEVEUX Olivier
Théatres en lutte : le théatre
militant en France des années

1960 a aujourd’hui

[Theater of Struggle: Militant Theater
in France from the 1960s to the Present]
[La Découverte, coll. “Cahiers libres,”
February 2007, 322 p., 23 €,

ISBN: 978-2-7071-4977-0.]
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@ This burgeoning volume begins

with anti-colonial and anti-imperialist
struggles which could not be more

fully documented. (The author is a specialist
on the subject and wrote his dissertation
on it.) Three names and three lives
punctuate the entire book: Armand Gatti,
André Benedetto and Kateb Yacine are
three men and three authors of the finest
quality whose engagement with and through
the theater always kept to the pulse

of reality and was both interventionist and
creative. Kateb Yacine is dead, the other
two maintain a theater of struggle that
remains ever vital. It is this always moving
theater, this theater which is always
threatened with death or extinction and

is always renewing itself that Olivier Neveux
presents. With the exception of these and

a very few others, the experiences

of activist theater are usually ephemeral.
Who remembers Troupe Z? What became
of the Teatro de la carriera? What has
become of all the plays written during

the Vietnam War? Activist theater concerns
the immediate, it calls to action right now,
posterity is not its strong suit, and yet some
of its productions float to the top after
time. Kateb Yacine’s L’Homme aux sandales
de caoutchouc [The Man in Rubber
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Sandals] written on the wing, is a great
play. This was the time when Living
Theater, Bread and Puppet, and the Teatro
Campesino crossed the Atlantic to burst
European theater’s cocoon. Neveux

of course spends considerable time on

the May 1968 period when theater was
caught off guard — since theater was
everywhere and first of allin the street.
The consequence of 1968 was the
enlargement of the field of activist theater
to minority struggles, of homosexuals for
example, and more generally of sexual
liberation: the early Magic Circus, certainly,
but also the Mirabelles were in their

way activist troupes. In addition, there was
the was the emblematic Cartoucherie and
the Théatre de '’Aquarium (more radical
than the Théatre du Soleil) where Dario Fo
would sometimes appear. “Political theater
implies incessant change” noted Kateb
Yacine. This can be seen in plays today
written in relation to Rwanda (Groupov),
the war in Bosnia (Olivier Py) and the
closing of factories: Frangois Bon’s Daewo,
Franck Magloire’s Ouvriére, the play
written with the workers fired from Levi’s,
not to mention Robert Badiou’s plays

and reflections. People don’t talk about
thédtre militant these days, they make

it. Its struggle continues.

J-RT.

NOVARINA Valére

Le Vrai Sang

[The Real Blood]

[Ed. Héros-Limite, coll. “Timbres,”

March 2007, 1 CD, 63 min. + booklet, 64 p.,
24 €, 1SBN: 978-2-940358-12-0.

Pascal Omhovére (Ed.)]
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® Beginning with an excerpt from

the sixth scene of one his earliest works,
L’Atelier volant, recorded at the Palace
theaterin July 1972, and ending with an
excerpt from “L'acteur sacrifiant” (the
penultimate text from Lumiéres du corps)
recorded in July 2006 at the Rencontres

de Brangues, this CD gives us twenty texts
covering developments in Novarina’s
writing in the writer’s voice. Whether

at one of the high places of 1970s Parisian
cultural nightlife and the crisscrossings

of art and language which took place there,
or winding up at Paul Claudel’s residence,
the trajectory is a fine measure of the career
of a writer who has always been, from

the perspective of the theater, very
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interested in the orality and fecundity of
the French language. Along the way,

the author’s metallic voice gains in volume,
in weight, and in clarity of expression

and thus in power. For those who do not
know, or who know very little about

his work, this is an excellent introduction,
a way of entering into Novarinaland by
way of the ear. The recordings were
brought together by an actor who is very
close to the author (who has often directed
his own work), Pascal Omhoveére. He had
the intelligent idea of presenting the same
text twice, with a ten-year interval.

As he writes, “we will hear Valére Novarina
go back down the mineshaft of the text,”
as the miner of the French language which
he so indubitably is. Also included are
several interviews, and astutely recorded
excerpts from reviews that are now difficult
to find. It is best to listen to the movement
of the writing in each case with one’s

eyes closed. As Novarina says, “I write
blindly, without ever seeing the scene.

Itis like I amin the dark, I hear voices from
above the ceiling. I write with my ears.”
J-P.T.

PROUST Sophie
La Direction d’acteurs
dans la mise en scéne

théatrale contemporaine

[ Directing Actors

on the Contemporary Stage]
[LEntretemps, December 2006, 534 p., 30 €,
ISBN: 978-2-912877-44-4.]
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e Itis “directing actors,” a notion which
can seem to be at once an impalpable
mystery and a protean monster, which

the young professor Sophie Proust attacks
by writing this substantial book (based

on a dissertation). This book also registers
the evolution of an approach to theater.
Having long been confined to the study of
plays (that is of texts, the theater as
“subdivision” of literature) studies

then came to concentrate on invention,
the rise and then the triumph of direc-
torship. Today the accent is refocused on
the actor, not in terms of his or her
biography (the history of theater is full

of lives of “legendary” actors) but in terms
of acting and the ping pong played out
between the actor and the person who
directs, orients, destabilizes and/or pushes
the actorinto a corner. From Stanislavski

to Jouvet, Vitez and Grotowski, writing

on the actor and acting are legion but that
is not Sophie Proust’s topic. Her study
endeavors to look into these efforts within
the daily context of rehearsals by taking
on the role of an intern of a director’s
assistant—the only means of getting inside
this magic circle, since most directors

do not want to have any “foreign presence”
around. But not all. Strehler, late in life,
like to “open” his rehearsals, which became
fascinating performances for those
present. Sophie Proust cites him: “Iam
nothing other than one of the comrades

of the theater who broke away from them
on stage in order to aid them better as
actors.” She thus placed herself in

the shadows, behind the director, and in
following what a director says as well

as his steps toward the actors, she seeks her
path, her discourse, which she finds by
way of detours and Byzantine questions,
such as when does the direction of actors
end as a performance begins. It is

a magnificent journey which bumps up
ceaselessly against its object (to circums-
cribe what cannot be defined?) without
getting sidelined into sketching out

a singular method or theory by making

its particular subjects into types and

then admitting defeat. The title of one of
her chapters is “As many directions

for actors as mises en scéne.” The distance
between Matthias Langhoff and Robert
Wilson (two directors Proust followed
closely) couldn’t be greater. What we get
is the essential: the pages are full of
interviews, citations and described scenes.
Directing actors, far from being an exact
science is, from one end to the other,

a “profoundly human” adventure.

J-P.T.

REZA Yasmina

Le Dieu du carnage

[The God of Carnage]

[Albin Michel, January 2007, 128 p., 10 €,
ISBN: 978-2-226-17374-4.]
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@ The Creilles are at the home of the
Houillés. The two couples do not

know each other but during an argument
the Creilles’ son hit the Houillés’ son

with a stick, with resultant swollen face
and broken teeth. At the initiative

of the victim’s parents, they get together to
see what can be done, to hear apologies,
explanations, etc. At first we get the parents
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explaining themselves in the Houillés’
living room. They have purchased tulips
for the occasion and saved the pear

and apple pastry (a family recipe whose
secret is soon revealed) from the day
before. As this is a play by Yasmina Reza,
the altercation between the children

did not take place in a housing project or
the far flung provinces, it takes place

in Paris’ 14" arrondissement. The author
describes a world she knows well,

the comfortable, cultivated and more or
less bohemian French upper-middle class.
A universe that is not far from Delerm’s
songs, but more unpitying (this is the
theater). Véronique Houillé has just written
a book on Darfour (but nothing indicates
that she has been there). Alain Creille

is a corporate lawyer who has just returned
from Gabon. He discusses the text of a press
release for a pharmaceutical company
involved in a perhaps shady undertaking
on his cell phone during the entire

play. Véronique’s husband, Michel, is kind
of spineless (which he makes up for with

a taste for the finer things: aged rum

that cannot be found in Paris and Cuban
cigars). Annette, Alain’s wife, is on

the weak side (feeling somewhat trapped,
she vomits on the Houillés’ art books).

The more or less urbane inquiry turns more
and more toward questions of vocabulary,
the tension mounts inch by inch, until the
couples who at first got along well together
begin to screech like ill-fitting machine
parts, (with the help of the post-pear

and apple pastry aged rum), and words are
no longer minced. As they each reveal
themselves, the women become allies for

a while against the men who in turn give
each other a boost, then the couples

reform and confront each other anew. Alain
and Annette call each other “doggie,”
Véronique and Michel prefer “Darjeeling”
(darling in a new edition after a trip

to India). They are vulgar, hateful and abject,
but with good manners: this register

and its gradations is the strong point

of Reza's art — and its limit.

J-P.T.

THIBAUDAT Jean-Pierre

Le Roman de Jean-Luc Lagarce
[The Novel of Jean-Luc Lagarce]
[Les Solitaires intempestifs, coll.

“Du désavantage du vent,” February 2007,
400 p., 24 €, ISBN: 978-2-84681-174-3.]
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® Jean-Luc Lagarce (1957-1995) endlessly
wrote plays, narratives, letters, his journal.
His was the life of a writer, of a man
of the theater, of a man. Considering these
parallel lives, who was he?

The son of a working class family from
a small Franche-Comté town, he died
young (age thirty-eight) of AIDS, and was
recognized after his death as one
of the major dramatic writers of the late
twentieth century. Jean-Luc Lagarce
lived the life of a hero in a novel. Through
accounts from friends and his writings,
Le Roman de Jean-Luc Lagarce recounts
his itinerary and draws a portrait of a man
who was larger-than-life (1.89 meters
or 6'2") yet often kept disappearances
of one sort or another at the center of
his life and his work. A biography, perhaps;
definitely the novel of his life.
VDP

WENZEL ]ean-Paul

Six tragédies miniatures
[Six Miniature Tragedies]

[Les Solitaires intempestifs,
December 2006, 96 p., 10 €,
ISBN: 978-2-84681-189-7.]
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e A mother kills her children, a cadaver
is found in a freezer, a man is killed

in the middle of having sex, a pathetic
individual commits a petty hold up
following upon conjugal difficulties ...
Behind these news items that would never
make it to the front page of a serious paper,
might catch the attention of the regional
press for a day or two, and most often
areignored by the network TV news, lies
not so much assassins or gangsters

but lives gone wrong, missing a turn on
the straight and narrow path, or victims

of extreme anguish. In writing his
“miniature tragedies,” Wenzel is attracted
to these stories as much for what they
reveal as for what they hide. For him,

the theater is the vector where “intimate
chaos” coagulates. Beginning with his

first play, Loin d’Hagondange [Far From
Hagondange], which was produced
worldwide, Wenzel has shown an interest
in so-called modest lives far from dazzling
urban realities. The drama flashing

before our eyes belongs to a florist in

a tiny provincial town, an unmarried mother,
a butcher’s apprentice who brings
Woyzzeck to mind. A mother disguises
herself as a man to gain courage, a husband
whose wife has just left him dresses as

a cowboy to go throw himself to the wolves.
The theater inhabits the lives of these
people who would never go to it. The weapon
is not an infrarouge gun like in the movies,
but the old knife of Ancient Greek tragedy.
What turns a life on its head? “Leave.
Before everything becomes real again”
says Maya, who has just mixed her virgin
blood with that of a dead person as a proof
of love. A brevity of sudden shock.

J-P.T.

I
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Selected by GILLES FUMEY and Jean-Pierre THIBAUDAT

BOCH Julie and FISSET Emeric
Par les volcans du Kamtchatka,
un été dans 'Extréme-Orient

russe [By the Volcanos of Kamchatka,
A Summer in The Russian Far East]
[Transhoréal, April 2007, 331 p., 22.50 €,
ISBN: 978-2-913955-50-9.]
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@ This journey begins with a paper
voyage, with one eye glued to an eighteenth-
century map of Kamchatka and the other
consulting the literature which this remote
region engendered in Diderot, Bernardin
de Saint Pierre and the likes. On the
ground, this is a Russia where everything
makes getting around difficult. But it

is the roughness of the terrain that fires
desire to get close to the volcanoes,
geysers and hot springs on this curiously
named peninsula. The geography, a tracery
of marshlands sparkling in the sun, the
taiga an “immense green tapestry...dotted
with yellow glades,” is known to trap
travelers in storms not far from the Kuril
Islands when struck by a typhoon.

Could it be any other way in a land so
damaged by mythology, its battered
surfaces having been carved by the claws
of the crow god Kuchu? In this half-real
half-mental space, disappointments

lie in wait for the adventurer’s nostalgic
expectations. The region is immense

and administrative restrictions incessant,
including the possibility of walking on

the Lopatka border area, which is a military
classified zone. Regarding myths of

virgin nature haunted by wild beasts, Julie
Boch and Emeric Fisset tell about their
encounters with fishermen in the Bering
Straight, reindeer herders, and geologists
on assignment. Like all purists, they
bemoan the helicoptering of tourists into
the Geyser Valley [apparently mainly
buried by a massive mudslide at the writing
of this translation!] as an impoverishment
of the experience of going there. They have
brought back two superb photo albums
inserted into this fine work, which Julie Boch
seals with a literary anthology. The clickety
toponym Kamchatka will never again be
our Eurasian Far East nor the mythic bridge
to America. But it does evoke the sort

of new frontier that adventurers seek and
seek toinvent.

G.F.
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DEVALPO Alain

Voyage au pays des Mapuches
[Journey to the Land of the Mapuches]
[Ed. Cartouche, April 2007, 128 p., 10 €,
ISBN: 978-2-9158-4219-7.]
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PAUL-BONCOUR Marianne
and SINETY Patrick (de)

Voyage au pays des Gagouzes
[Journey to the Land of the Gagauz]
[Ed. Cartouche, April 2007, 144 p., 10 €,
ISBN: 978-2-9158-4218-0.]
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@ Where can one go now that the Earth,
our village, is completely known, that

the sea and the air can be sounded, that
one can escape into forests without risk
and remain at home in one’s room looking
atimages of the most unimaginable
aspects of the world? Editions Cartouche
has released a new series taking us where
we never even had an idea we could

go. Do you know about the Mapuche, the
Gagauz, the Chleuh, the Bobo, the Avar,
the Mi’kmag, the Mizo, or the Tigray peoples?
If you think they only exist in the imagina-
tion of a latter day Tintin, these books

are for you. You will encounter minorities
that have received little attention by

the outside world, their religious customs,
architectural traditions and eating habits.
You will learn all about the Moldavian
Gagauz of Turkish and Christian origin, and
the Mapuche of the Andes who are
Argentineans and Chileans at the same
time. All the authors in the series are
impeccable researchers. De Martonne
described the Gagauz of Bessarabia in 1918
with less erudition than these journalists.
The Mapuches were not privy to such early
scientific treatment. But Alain Devalpo
here reports from their “poverty belts” in
Santiago shanty towns that their cry of
Marichiweu (“Ten times we will conquer!”)
sounds true enough in these times

of awakening for indigenous peoples of
the Andes. After an enticing reading, you're
ready to take off: all you need to know

to get to Comrat, the capital of Gagauziam,
or to stop in at a Mapuche home.
Satisfying, extremely well made, thought
through and inexpensive, the books in this
collection give life to an ineradicable
human penchant, the appeal of the others.
G.F

MALRAUX André

Carnet d’URSS, 1934

[ USSR Notebook, 1934]

[Gallimard, April 2007, 116 p.,ill. n. & b.,
16 €, ISBN: 978-2-07-078463-9. Edited
and notes by Frangois de Saint-Chéron,
preface by Jean-Yves Tadié.]

9 |‘78 “784639“

2070

@ In 1934 André Malraux (accompanied

by Clara) set off for Moscow to attend

the first Congress of the Union of Soviet
Writers, presided by Maxim Gorky.

Gide did not attend (having sent a text to
be read from the platform) and Malraux
was evidently the most well known French
author to have made the trip (of course,
Aragon was there too), among the forty or
so writers who came from throughout
Europe. The Malrauxs took the boat from
London with Ilya Ehrenbourg and his wife.
They stayed at the Moscow National Hotel,
participated in the Congress (Malraux’s
speech was the subject of considerable
commentary), explored the city and then
headed out on a tour of central Asia

and Siberia. Malraux notes things down

in a notebook he gave to Richard Anacréon,
whose bookstore was frequented by

many writers. In 1980 the bookstore
donated its collection to Anacréon’s native
city, Granville, and it is there that the
notebook was discovered. Malraux jotted
down scenes, conversations, some thoughts.
He made a list of “shaman” writers, and
placed himself in that category. It is neither
a loghook nor a travel journal but more

an accumulation of sometimes elliptical
observations and notes taken on the wing,
some of which appeared in future works.

It provides a sort of sketch of the USSR.
Stalin would soon put an end to the lives of
a large number of the writers and artists
(such as Meyerhold) mentioned in the book
who conversed with Malraux.

J-P.T.
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PAULHAN Jean
Lettres de Madagascar

1907-1910

[ Letters from Madagascar 1907-1910]
[Ed. Claire Paulhan, coll. “Correspondances
de Jean Paulhan,” February 2007,

536 p., ill. black and white, 41 €,

ISBN: 978-2-912222-25-1.

Edited by Laurence Ink.]
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Les Hain-teny merinas:

poésies populaires malgaches
[ The Hainteny Merinas: Traditional
Poetry of Madagascar]

[Ed. Geuthner, February 2007, 460 p., 28 €,
ISBN: 978-2-7053-3782-7.

Collected and translated by Jean Paulhan.
Bilingual Malagasy-French edition.]
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® It was more or less an accident that

the young Jean Paulhan set off to teach
French in Madagascarin 1908. He

was twenty-three years old. He wasn’t yet
the Jean Paulhan that we know, but his
journey to this distant place was in many
ways initiatory and provided bases for

the writer to come. He stayed in Madagascar
for three years, traveling the island

during breaks in the school year without
returning to France. There are three years’
worth of letters to his mother, less
frequently to his father, and with more
freedom of expression to his aunt (who
lived in Paris with his brother and sister-
in-law) in which he describes his encounter
with the island, its inhabitants and their
“pretty and sweet language,” which he
began to study two weeks after his arrival.
Each year he became more established

in the life of the island, went more deeply
into descriptions of the colonial milieu

as seen through the school system, disputes
between the governor of the island

and educational administrators, the split
between Catholics and Protestants,

and the power of the Freemasons. Paulhan,
who was not a Freemason, mixed little
with the colonial life which he denigrated
without getting overly upset at its excesses.
He played jai alai and tennis, made fruit
preserves, and learned Malagasy less from
books than from life. “I've had damn well
enough of that Paulhan and his Malagasies,”
exclaimed the governor of the island one
fine day. And yes always with “his”

Malagasies; he even went as far as

to darken his face, put on local clothing
and speak the language without anyone
realizing he was not from there. Once

he learned the language (having earned
a certificate with high marks) Paulhan went
from an interest in Malagasy proverbs,

of which there are many, to the hainteny,
a sort of poetic form of oral (and often
amorous) jousting where proverbs abound
and the meaning is often hidden.

This couldn’t help but fascinate Paulhan
the budding writer and his interest in
language. Paulhan did an unprecedented
job of collecting the material, which he
also brings together in a very interesting
analytical study. It was originally
published in 1913 and opportunely makes
its appearance again today through

the same publisher.

J-RT.

PERRIER Jean-Claude (Ed.)

Le Gouit de l'Inde

[Taste of India]

[Mercure de France, February 2007, 206 p.,
8.80 €, ISBN: 978-2-7152-2587-9.]
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@ How can one get to know the Indian
subcontinent without looking into its
religions, its very complex social pyramid,
its rich and teeming geography, and

its history which is thick and heavy? All
this may discourage the neophyte from
making the pilgrimage to the banks

of the Ganges. And yet in the seventeenth
century a trading post in Pondichery

established special Franco-Indian relations.

This was well before André Malraux’s
fascination with its spirituality and Henri
Michaux’s A Barbarian in Asia. Following
these encounters, Jean-Claude Perrier’s
selections give us Le Godit de ['Inde:

the pillars of a civilization “the only one

in the world founded on spirituality,”
including ayurvedic medicine — brought

to French shores by Pierre Sonnerat in

the late eighteenth century. India is “Ganges’
daughter,” and Perrier takes us through
the river’s legends, from the puja ablutions
with Louis de Grandpré (1790), at the
Nawawb’s table, as described by Jhabvala
and with the very (meta)physical massages
with Gillaume Le Gentil (1769). With

Tiego Bindra we are initiated into the
kalaripayat of Kerala, the ancestor of all
Asian martial arts, a true philosophy

of life supporting purity of body and mind.

As we listen to music with Pankaj Mishra,
time disappears. And if one wants to
understand one of the greatest powers of
cultural resistance to the West, Bollywood
and the films of Satyajit Ray, one can
plunge even deeper into Indianness than
Rabidranath Tagore, the upper-caste
Bengali who already had his Gitanjali
(Song Offerings) translated in 1913.

At the end of this journey, Nehru, Malraux,
and Malgonkar introduce us to Gandhi
and others who contributed to making five
thousand year old India into a living
democracy, in all its colors —as Arundhati
Roy paints it in words. As we close this
anthology we look up and yes, we have
here a full taste of India.

G.F
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In memoriam

Face a la mére [Facing the Mother]

Un régicide au nom de Dieu. L'assassinat d’Henri III

[A Regicide in God’s Name; The Assassination of Henri III]

Le Canapé rouge [The Red Sofa]

Effervescence! La science du champagne [ Effervescence! The Science of Champagne ]
Nuit et brouillard. Un film dans Uhistoire [ Night and Fog; A Film in History]
L'Art avec pertes ou profit? [ Art with Losses or Profits?]

Les Salons au XIx® siécle, Paris capitale des arts

[The Nineteenth Century Salons, Paris Capital of the Arts]

Trésors photographiques de la Société de Géographie

[ Photographic Treasures of the Geography Society]

L'Homme spatial. La construction sociale de l'espace humain

[Spatial Beings; The Social Construction of Human Space]

Carnet d’URSS, 1934 [ USSR Notebook, 1934]

LArmée de U'empereur. Violences et crimes du Japon en guerre 1937-1945

[The Emperor’s Army; Violence and Crime in Japan at War 1937-1945]

Ultimes vérités sur la mort du nageur [ Final Truths on the Death of a Swimmer]
Le Dictionnaire des sciences humaines [ Dictionary of the Human Sciences]

Le Juif de savoir [The Jew of Knowledge]

Suzanne ou Le récit de la honte [ Suzanne or the Story of Shame]

Les Abords du chez-soi. En quéte d’espaces intermediaires

[Around the House. In Search of Intermediary Spaces]

En attendant Ulysse... [ Waiting for Ulysses...]

Le Voyage insolite de 'amateur de vin [The Unusual Journey of a Wine Lover]
Jazz et cinéma. Paroles de cinéastes []azz and Film: Filmmakers’ Words |
L'Invention de Morel [ The Invention of Morel]

Le Combat d’hiver [ The Winter Battle]
Honoré le nez au vent. Les saisons [Honoré, Nose to the Wind: Seasons]
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Puzzle (trois piéces) [ Puzzle (Three Pieces)]

Théatres en lutte: le théatre militant en France des années 1960 a aujourd’hui
[Theater of Struggle: Militant Theater in France from the 1960s to the Present]
La Donation [The Bequest]

Comment 'homme a compris & quoi ressemble Lunivers

[How Man Came to Understand what the Universe Looks Like]

Le Vrai Sang [The Real Blood ]

Le Palais de Chaillot
La Géante endormie [The Sleeping Giantess]

La Preuve par neuf [Proof by Nine]

Histoire du verre. Volume V: les chefs-d’ceuvre de U'Islam

[The History of Glass, Volume 5; Islamic Chefs-d'ceuvre |

L'Ours. Histoire d’'un roi déchu [The Bear: History of a King Dethroned]
Voyage au pays des Gagouzes [Journey to the Land of the Gagauz]

La Bible et I'Occident. De la bibliothéque d’Alexandrie a la culture européenne
[The Bible and the West; From the Library of Alexandria to European Culture]
Lettres de Madagascar 1907-1910 [ Letters from Madagascar 1907-1910]

Le Secret d’Olga [Olga’s Secret]

Ceeur de Pierre [Stone Heart]

La Formation des idées en physique: du phénoméne a la théorie

[The Formation of Ideas in Physics: From Phenomenon to Theory]

Le soleil se couche a Nippori [The Sun Sets in Nippori]

Le Goiit de I'Inde [Taste of India]

Mais dans quel monde vivez-vous! [ But What World Are You Living In?]

David Bowie et le rock dandy [ David Bowie and Glam Rock]

Lulu Vroumette. Volume 2006, Lulu, présidente ! [ Lulu Vroumette 2006: Lulu for President!]
Le Roi des trois Orients [ The King of Three Orients]

La Vérité. Entre psychanalyse et philosophie [ Truth; Between Psychoanalysis and Philosophy]
J'ai tant révé de toi [ How I Dreamed about You]

Leurs vies éclatantes [ Their Dazzling Lives]

La Nuit des Zéfirottes [ The Night of Sephirot]

Essaim, revue de psychanalyse, n° 18: « La passe: état des lieux et enjeux »

[Swarm, Review of Psychoanalysis, 18: “La Passe”]

La Direction d’acteurs dans la mise en scéne théatrale contemporaine

[ Directing Actors on the Contemporary Stage]

Que veulent dire vos réves? [What do Your Dreams Mean?]

Manifeste des Nouveaux Réalistes [ New Realist Manifesto]

La Création artistique et les promesses de la liberté [Artistic Creation and Promises of Liberty]
Un parcours critique. Douze exercices d’histoire sociale

[A Critical Course; Twelve Exercises in Social History]

Le Dieu du carnage [The God of Carnage]

Du cosmos au Big Bang: la révolution philosophique

[ From Cosmos to Big Bang: The Philosophical Revolution]

Territoires en partage. Nanterre, Seine-Arche: en recherche d'identité(s)
[Shared Territories. Nanterre, Seine-Arche: In Search of Identities]

On n’est pas la pour disparaitre [We Are Not Here to Disappear]

Le Régime de Vichy [The Vichy Regime]
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Marie, l'ange rebelle [ Marie, Rebel Angel ]
Le Rire raconté aux petits curieux [ Laughter, as Told to Curious Little Ones]

Portrait de 'écrivain en animal domestique [Portrait of the Writer As a Pet]
Loup [ Wolf]

Freud écrivant la psychanalyse [ Freud Writing Psychoanalysis]

Sous le néflier [Under the Medlar Tree]

Greffier. Les carnets de Joann Sfar [ Greffier: The Notebooks of Joann Sfar]
Julien Letrouvé colporteur [Julien Letrouvé The Peddlar]

Comment lui dire adieu [How to Tell Him Goodbye]

Le Stagiaire amoureux [ The Amorous Intern]

Largesse

Juifs d’élection. Se convertir au judaisme [Jews By Choice; Converting to Judaism]
Technosmose

Questions d’éthique contemporaine [Questions of Contemporary Ethics]

Le Roman de Jean-Luc Lagarce [The Novel of Jean-Luc Lagarce]

René Lalique, correspondance d’un bijoutier Art nouveau, 1890-1908

[René Lalique, Correspondence of an Art Nouveau Jeweler, 1890-1908 ]

Les Voies de la lumiére [The Paths of Light]

La Princesse et le Pécheur [The Princess and the Fisherman]

A feu et a sang. De la guerre civile européenne, 1914-1945

[Under Fire and Blood; European Civil War 1914-1945]

Christian de Portzamparc. Réver la ville [Christian de Portzamparc. To Dream the City]

Le Monde sépharade. Volume I: Histoire. Volume II: Civilisation
[The Sephardic World. Volume I: History. Volume II: Civilization]
Lamour avant que j'oublie [ Love Before I Forget]

Chimeéres et paradoxes: comment penser le monde ol nous vivons?
[Chimeras and Paradoxes: How to Think About the World We Live In?]
Songes de Mevlido [ Mevlido’s Dreams]

Conversations avec le maitre [ Conversations with the Master ]
Sectes et prophétes d’Afrique noire [Sects and Prophets of Black Africa]
Six tragédies miniatures [ Six Miniature Tragedies ]

Musique de Uarchitecture [ Music of Architecture]

Le Buffle et I'Oiseau [ The Buffalo and the Bird]

Les Systémes complexes. Mathématiques et biologie
[Complex Systems. Mathematics and Biology]
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CULTURESFRANCE is the agency
of the ministries of Foreign

and European Affairs and Culture
and Communications responsible
for international cultural
exchanges. It works on a daily
basis in collaboration with

other French and foreign partners
in the private and public sector,
at city or regional level in France
or Europe.

Its intervention policy is focused
on three major areas:

Presentation of French creative arts
in their many different forms in the fields of theater

and the performing arts, visual arts, architecture, books
and the written word, the cinematographic heritage

and cultural engineering.

Interest in the world’s cultures

in bringing them to France and in cooperation and dialogue
with them. In the context of the increasing globalisation

of exchanges, CULTURESFRANCE concerns itself with

its European base, with the development of French-speaking
cultures and with the promotion of cultural diversity
throughout the world. Through its initiatives within France
as well as beyond its borders, through bilateral operations
with countries in the context of cultural seasons or years,
through its development activities especially on the African
continent and in the Caribbean region, CULTURESFRANCE
is committed to establishing long-term and equitable
relations between the world’s cultures.

Development of its expertise

and initiatives with France’s cultural and cooperation
network abroad, and with regional authorities, multilateral
European, Francophone or other organisations, the private
sector, major French and foreign institutions and with

all creative artists, authors, agents and partners of cultural
and artistic exchanges.

Nearly 5,000 professionals, authors and artists

are supported through these initiatives each year in over

160 countries. Over 20 million people worldwide take partin
or attend directly operations supported by CULTURESFRANCE
each year. At the heart of these exchanges and dialogues,
CULTURESFRANCE works to develop links between

the world’s cultures.
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PUBLICATIONS
AND THE WRITTEN WORD

CULTURESFRANCE's policy in the field of the written
word is to promote French books and French-language
authors throughout the world. The agency makes

a point of being informed on current French editorial
production by publishing reference books.

Another of its missions is to help the circulation

of authors abroad. In the context of its action in favour
of African and Caribbean cultures, literature from

the South is the focus of special attention.

A platform for books

In the field of publications and the written word,
CULTURESFRANCE performs the role of co-ordinator
working closely with the different departments in the Ministry
of Foreign and European Affairs and the Ministry of Culture
and Communication as well professional French book
associations. The agency passes on to the French cultural
network abroad the names of works and exhibitions designed
as reference tools so it can nourish the debate on ideas

and the dissemination of knowledge. It addresses publishing
professionals and the French and foreign general public.

Every year, CULTURESFRANCE organises wide-ranging
literary events on an international scale, involving actors,
writers and publishers. CULTURESFRANCE also works

to improve and enhance the book chain in the industries

of the South by contributing its expertise for local publishers.
Finally, the agency is the new organiser of the Stendhal
missions, which every year enable around fifty French authors
to enjoy a short residence abroad for their writing projects.

The collections

CULTURESFRANCE publishes thirty titles a year,

in different collections. The “Auteurs” collection includes
leading figures in French contemporary thought (Jacques
Derrida, Jean Echenoz, Yves Bonnefoy, René Char...).

The “Panoramas” propose reference guides on major themes
and cultural disciplines (theater, contemporary art,
contemporary French novel...). The “Penser 'Europe”
(Think Europe) review contributes to the debate on European
ideas for the political and cultural construction of Europe.
Each theme title tackles fundamental questions (European
identity, Frontiers, Europe and power...), calling on leading
European specialists (academics, writers or diplomats).

This collection is published in French and English.

“Profils” is a collection comprising a series of posters intended
for the French cultural network abroad and relating to the
cultural and artistic image of contemporary France.

Publishing and Archaeology

Created by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1980,

the Editions recherche sur les civilisations publish

the results of work by French archaeologists operating abroad,
whose research is funded by the International Co-operation
and Development Directorate General. These works constitute
an incomparable heritage.

The Reviews

CULTURESFRANCE publishes several reviews.

Cultures Sud/Notre Librairie (4 issues a year) focuses
exclusively on current literature from the South (Africa,
Caribbean, Indian Ocean). Articles and interviews nourish its
benchmark critical content, enriched with reading notes and
unpublished material from authors. The Vient de paraitre
(Just Published) review (4 issues a year) proposes a quarterly
selection of books, CDs and DVDs, covering the whole field

of editorial production in France — in fields as diverse

as architecture, graphic novels, literature, sport, cinema and
music... Published in French and English, this “new items
bulletin” is an essential tool for French cultural establishments,
publishers, translators and booksellers abroad. La Revue

des revues, which can be consulted on line, every two months
includes articles from leading French reviews, translated into
five languagues (English, Arabic, Chinese, Spanish, Russian),
to convey the diversity of French contemporary thought

in the fields of human, social and exact sciences, philosophy
and geopolitics. Fiction France (2 issues a year),

proposes a selection of extracts by young French novelists
translated into English. It is aimed at book professionals abroad
to facilitate publication assistance plans.

The network back-up service

The CULTURESFRANCE network back-up service offers
French departments and cultural establishments abroad

a pooled service for the acquisition of works and media library
materials. It also provides advice in running libraries, to help
media libraries to renew and improve their documentary
collections.

At the request of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the network
back-up service regularly sends selections of new items
and reference works to equip the network’s media libraries.

Most of the titles published by CULTURESFRANCE
are available on line on the agency’s site and are sold in France
by La Documentation francaise.

Paul DE SINETY
Director of the Publications and the Written Word department
Contact : Sylvie Chineau/01 53 69 83 88 /sc@culturesfrance.com
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